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USG Supports Soccer League Inauguration

Panama City, Panama, June 25, 2011: Around 1,000
youth participated in the inauguration of the soccer
league in El Chorrillo, a populous neighborhood,
known for its gang activity and violence. The sports
event was co-sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in
Panama, the National Police and the local NGO,
Movimiento Nueva Generacion. At the inauguration,
U.S. Ambassador Phyllis Powers reaffirmed USG
commitment and highlighted joint efforts underway in
support of opportunities for Panamanian youth.

Official Sports Activities Launched in the
Darien Region

Darien, Panama, June 2011: USAID and the public
s e c t Ban@eportes coordinated the Tuira Initiative
Soccer Tournament.  USAID assistance included
equipment, uniforms, and organizing the participation
of 13 teams from communities on the banks of the
Tuira River such as Vista Alegre, Puente, Yape, Aruza,
Union Choco and Capeti. PanDeportes provided
referees and training on the organization of a soccer
tournament.
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U.S. Ambassador Admires Indigenous Stand at
National Artisans Fair

Panama City, Panama, June 15, 2011: Ambassador
Phyllis Powers stopped by the stand of 22 indigenous
artisans from the Embera-Wounann Comarca and
communities in El Salto, Punta Grande, Yaviza, Lajas
Blancas, Union Choco, Puerto Indio, Dosake Puru, Meteti
and Pueblo Nuevo in the Darien region, whose
participation was facilitated by USAID and the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. As a result, these artisans sold
many of their exquisite handicrafts, earning $12,500,
which is a lot of money for communities with a high
incidence of poverty. The Ambassador
underscored the U.S. Governmentd sterest in expanding
economic opportunity to the indigenous population.

USAID/Washington Visited Forest Operations

Darien, Panama, June 2011: USAID staff from
Washington visited the Rio Chico area and Marraganti
community in the Embera-Wounaan Comarca. In the Rio
Chico area, meetings were held with the board of
directors of recently created forest enterprises, and
traditional authorities. The team visited one of the plots
of the forest management plan where a forest census
was taking place for future harvesting. USAID also
provides technical assistance to continue sustainable
forest management efforts initiated by World Wildlife
Fund (WWF) in one of the communities. A USAID grant
will help the community improve income by processing
timber into tables with the purchase of a portable
sawmill.




Best Practices for Sustainable Livestock

Panama City, Panama, June 3, 2011: The Manual of Best
Practices for Sustainable Livestock based on concepts of
environmental sustainability is an example of U.S. Embassy
efforts to promote sustainable environmental management
and conservation of natural resources in Panama. The
Manual was launched within the framework of an
international expo of green products and services. The
Ministry of Agricultural Development (MIDA), the Commission
for the Eradication and Prevention of Screwworms (COPEG),
and the National Association of Ranchers (ANAGAN)
participated in the launching in partnership with USAID.
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Business Institute of the Americas Trained
Local NGOs

Panama City, Panama, May 31, 2011: Over 77 non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and other sector
leaders attended the USAID-funded training by top
professionals from the Business Institute of the
Americas. Topics included effective fundraising, grant
writing, connecting to corporate social responsibility,
models of effective and sustainable NGOs, project
management, marketing, promoting volunteers, and
drafting legislative bill to promote volunteering.

Feasibility of Honey Bee Production in the Rio Chico Area

Darien, Panama, May 2011: Field evaluation in the Rio Chico communities helped determine the
possibility of involving residents in the production of honey as an alternative eco-friendly business
activity. Assessment of local conditions validated the feasibility. Honey production is a promising
alternative economic opportunity. There is an abundance of species supportive of honey production,
plenty of good quality water, sunny mornings and rainy afternoons, and community interest. Bees
play an important role in the pollination of several agricultural crops and forest species. USAID will
set up production modules and proactively seek a private sector partner for market linkages and
sustainability.



Launching of Environmental Awareness
Campaigns

Bocas del Toro, Panama, May 26, 2011: In
close coordination with the Government of
Panama, local organizations and communities in
Bocas del Toro, the launching of two campaigns
took pl ace: Aicode of Con g
Boats in the Archipelagod and "Visit to Nesting
Beaches of Sea Turtles. 0 Both of these
campaigns address urgent issues for the healthy
development of fisheries and sustainable tourism
in the area. These campaigns aim to inform,
educate and create awareness of the publ i
responsibility regarding the conservation of some
species. USAID& Regional Program for
Management of Aquatic Resources and Economic
Alternatives (MAREA) will support these
campaigns.

Technical Vocational Education Advanced

Darien, Panama, March thru June, 2011: USAIDOG s
Darien Initiative in partnership with the National
Institute of Professional Training for Human
Devel opment (I NADEH) and
i My F i r sProgradh oobganized four mobile
technical vocational trainings in three different
communities in the Comarca Embera-Wounaan for
a total of 162 persons. These technical vocational
training programs target youth who were not in the
formal education system.

In the Dozaque Puru community, courses on
chicken and pig husbandry and vegetable growing
were provided to Embera. Another workshop on the
planting and cultivation of plantain benefitted 37 participants. In the Nuevo Vigia community, the
Local Congress, USAID and INADEH organized a graduation ceremony for the 50 farmers who
received the training on plantain planting and production. In the community of Corozal, 32
indigenous women attended a course in basic dressmaking. The course was developed by INADEH
and lasted three months. The course consisted of workshops in designing and making pajamas,
womenodés pants, b | o u-suk teps, skirts, hpants, cahdl neatersity dréssesy among
others. At the end of the course, the women held a fashion show to display the dresses they
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