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An example of the PAGER system’s automatically generated output, this alert details earthquake intensity and population exposure 
figures immediately following the May 12, 2008, earthquake in China (Courtesy of USGS).
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response plan.  OFDA is providing technical assistance 
to support community-based emergency health 
interventions in the event of a pandemic, including the 
development of WHO guidelines and training modules 
for community health workers.

Latin America and the Caribbean

Countries in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) 
are highly vulnerable to a variety of natural disasters, 
including earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, landslides, 
volcanoes, and drought.  In addition, several countries in 
the region face civil conflict and complex emergencies.  
Since the establishment of the Regional Disaster 
Assistance Program1 in 1989, OFDA’s disaster risk 
reduction programs in LAC have evolved to provide 
greater technical assistance and enhance local and 
national capabilities to effectively respond to, manage, 
and reduce the impact of natural disasters.  Long-
term engagement with national disaster management 
authorities provides the basis for OFDA’s disaster 
risk reduction activities in the LAC region, while also 
promoting effective collaboration in the event of a 
disaster. 

Enhancing Collaboration and Reducing Vulnerability
In FY 2008, OFDA and the Florida International 
University (FIU) in Miami began a five-year, $4.5 million 
project to stimulate new disaster risk reduction activities 
and strengthen existing programs in the LAC region.  

FIU designed the project to expand upon the underlying 
concepts of the Paul C. Bell, Jr., Risk Management 
Initiative, a joint OFDA and FIU endeavor that began 
in 2003 to consolidate and improve risk management 
programs in the region’s higher education institutions.  
Through the new project, FIU is creating and managing 
a detailed record of disaster risk reduction initiatives 
in the LAC region and is working to identify, promote, 
and strengthen 12 existing disaster risk reduction 
communities of practice, which comprise multiple 
stakeholders, including universities, international 
organizations, governments, NGOs, private voluntary 
organizations, and civil society groups.  In close 
coordination with OFDA’s regional office in San José, 
Costa Rica, FIU is providing communities of practice 
with strategic scientific, technical, and methodological 
assistance. 

Saving Lives through Volcano Monitoring
Since 1986, OFDA has supported the USGS Volcano 
Disaster Assistance Program (VDAP), which provides 
technical assistance to volcano-monitoring organizations 
throughout the world.  VDAP assistance includes crisis 
response, training for risk assessment, development of 
early warning plans, and transfer of volcano-monitoring 
equipment and technology.  During FY 2008, when 
eruptions at Chaitén volcano in Chile threatened up 
to 10,000 people, a VDAP team deployed to Chile to 
provide technical assistance to the Servicio Nacional de 
Geología y Minería (SERNAGEOMIN).  VDAP donated 
equipment and helped install a seismic network that 
will assist SERNAGEOMIN in monitoring the volcano. 

OFDA provided more than $20.6 million for 
global disaster risk reduction activities in FY 2008, 
including in the following areas:

•	Avian	and	pandemic	influenza	preparedness	

•	Protection	of	IDPs	and	vulnerable	populations	

•	Hydrometeorological	early	warning	systems	

•	Emergency	health	and	nutrition	preparedness	

•	Earthquake	alert	systems

1See “Enhancing Response Operations Through OFDA’s Surge 
Capacity Program” on page 115.

The success of the early warning system is a team 
effort between the Instituto Geofísico’s monitoring 
efforts and the actions of responsible local civil defense 
volunteers and town mayors…The Instituto Geofísico 
feels proud of our monitoring efforts and the overall 
positive payoffs…our capacity to respond rapidly has 
really been boosted by our close association with 
VDAP scientists over the last 20 years…On behalf of all 
members of the Instituto Geofísico, I want to sincerely 
thank VDAP members for their unselfish assistance to 
the Instituto Geofísico.

-  Letter from the Director of the Instituto Geofísico
    to VDAP
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In Guatemala, VDAP staff supported capacity-building 
projects through continued assistance with volcano-
monitoring equipment and training to Instituto 
Nacional de Sismología, Vulcanología, Meteorología 
e Hidrología (INSIVUMEH) and the Coordinadora 
Nacional para la Reducción de Desastres (CONRED).  
In Ecuador, VDAP assisted the Instituto Geofísico with 
training and the installation of equipment near the 
Cotopaxi volcano.  With OFDA funding, VDAP also 
provided technical consultation in response to unrest 
at volcanoes in Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, and Nicaragua.  

A VDAP volcanologist and crisis response specialist arrives 
via helicopter following the Chaitén volcanic eruption in Chile 
(Courtesy of Andy Lockhart, USGS VDAP). 

An ash plume rises during the Chaitén volcanic eruption in Chile on May 26, 2008 (Courtesy of Jeff Marso, USGS VDAP). 
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ONGOING OFDA DISASTER RISK REDUCTION PROGRAMS IN
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN



Disaster Risk Reduction 126

Health Preparedness and Surveillance
Since 1998, OFDA has supported PAHO’s efforts 
in the LAC region to promote improved disaster 
preparedness and response in the health sector.  In 
2003, OFDA and PAHO began a program to increase 
the capacity of health professionals to respond to 
disasters.  PAHO is working to improve advocacy, 
technical information services, and human resources 
training in health, environment, and all related 
sectors.  Specific PAHO activities include production 
and dissemination of training materials and health 
guidelines, support for developing building codes for 
health and water facilities, and health surveillance 
for local communities in the immediate post-disaster 
period.

Asia and the Pacific

A range of natural and human-induced disasters, 
including earthquakes, cyclones, floods, landslides, 
volcanoes, tsunamis, drought, and conflict, negatively 
affect Asia and the Pacific region.  This region’s 
vulnerability to natural disasters has increased 
dramatically during the last two decades due to 
population pressures, increased habitation of marginal 
lands, rapid urbanization, unplanned industrialization, 
and environmental and natural resource degradation.  
OFDA has promoted disaster risk reduction programs 
in Asia since 1995, including flood and storm early 

warning systems, disaster management training, urban 
disaster mitigation initiatives, volcano-monitoring 
equipment and training, earthquake safety initiatives, 
and community-based conflict preparedness 
programs.

Program for Hydrometeorological 
Risk Mitigation in Asian Cities
Due to poor infrastructure and inadequate early 
warning systems, rapidly growing urban areas in Asia 
are particularly vulnerable to hydrometeorological 
disasters, such as storm-related flooding and other 
meteorological extremes.  Since 2005, OFDA has 
provided more than $1.8 million to the Asia Disaster 
Preparedness Center (ADPC) for the three-year 
Program for Hydrometeorological Risk Mitigation 
in Asian Cities (PROMISE) to implement disaster 
preparedness projects in targeted cities.  PROMISE 
promotes disaster preparedness for climate- or 
weather-induced hazards through demonstration 
projects in six highly vulnerable secondary urban centers 
in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, and Vietnam.  With support from OFDA, 
ADPC has facilitated disaster risk reduction action 
planning workshops, conducted hazard mapping and 
vulnerability assessments, and established community-
based early warning mechanisms in the target cities.  
Additional programming included capacity building for 
risk-based urban land use planning, piloting community-
based forecasting and early warning systems, 
developing city-level disaster management information 
systems and advocacy campaigns, and assisting micro-
credit enterprises in the promotion of proper house 
construction to improve disaster resistance.

Earthquake Recovery and Rural Housing 
Rehabilitation in Sichuan, China
Following the magnitude 7.9 earthquake that struck 
China’s Sichuan Province in May 2008, OFDA 
immediately provided funding for relief commodity 
distribution to affected communities, and deployed 
a team of disaster experts and search-and-rescue 
personnel to train local first responders on an OFDA-
donated cache of specialized search equipment.  Not 
long after, OFDA deployed a disaster risk reduction 
advisor to Sichuan Province to help determine how 
to reduce the impact of future earthquakes in the 
region.  As a result of the assessment, OFDA initiated 

OFDA provided more than $8.7 million for 
disaster risk reduction programs in Latin America 
and the Caribbean in FY 2008, including in the 
following areas:

• Disaster management and
	 first responder training

•	 Establishment of early warning systems 

• Support for earthquake and volcano
	 monitoring and surveillance programs 

• Emergency health preparedness programs

• Hazard mapping
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provide transitional shelter assistance for approximately 
9,000 new households in Kabul, including families 
headed by children or widows and elderly or disabled 
residents lacking family support.  The primary goal of 
KASS-2 is to address emergency needs arising from 
Kabul’s rapid population growth; however, KASS-2 also 
targets as many as 100,000 additional residents with 
improvements in basic water, sanitation, and drainage 
infrastructure; construction of neighborhood paths and 
roads; strengthening of local community governance to 
reduce risks from future natural disasters and hazards; 
and creation of numerous jobs.  The KASS-2 program 
also features a two-year capacity building project for 
Kabul municipality officials and residents, including 
training on seismic-resistant shelter construction and 
a Kabul-wide seismic hazard awareness and mitigation 
program.

Seismic-Resistant Shelter and Community-
Based Training in Afghanistan
Since 2002, OFDA has worked in consultation with 
USAID/Afghanistan, Government of Afghanistan 
ministries, and the international community to support 
the incorporation of seismic resistant construction 
measures in all shelter programming in Afghanistan.  
Given the high level of seismic risk in the capital city 
of Kabul, OFDA has actively promoted seismic hazard 
mitigation activities in the city.  For example, the Kabul 
Area Shelter and Settlements (KASS) Project, a multi-
faceted project completed in August 2007, featured 
the provision of seismic-resistant shelters to nearly 
4,000 vulnerable households, as well as community-
based training efforts in seismic-resistant construction.  

To build upon the successes of the KASS program, in 
FY 2008, OFDA supported the KASS-2 program to 

A seismic-resistant shelter reduces the impact of earthquakes on residents in Afghanistan (Photo by Charles Setchell, USAID).
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The Periperi U Program:  Expanding Africa’s 
Capacity in Disaster Risk Reduction

Alexandra Riboul

Many countries in Africa are beset by a range of 
disasters, from complex emergencies to drought, 
floods, and earthquakes.  Climate variability, rapid 
population growth, environmental and natural 
resource degradation, lack of economic development, 
and rapid urbanization further compound these risks 
by increasing populations’ vulnerability to disasters.  
During the last two decades, cities across Africa 
have rapidly expanded, increasingly in areas prone 
to floods, landslides, earthquakes, and other hazards.  
These rapidly growing cities are outpacing the capacity 
of poorly resourced local authorities to provide and 
maintain essential services.  In addition, protracted 
complex emergencies have resulted in large-scale 
displacement and increased populations’ vulnerability 
to natural hazards. 

Building Capacity through African 
Higher Education Institutions
To meet the increasing demands for skilled professionals 
to reduce and manage disaster risks in Africa, OFDA 
has supported the Partners Enhancing Resilience to 
People Exposed to Risks – Universities (Periperi U) 
program since FY 2006.  Periperi U is an innovative 
program that aims to strengthen the capacity of 10 
African universities in disaster-related scholarship and 
practice.  The multi-year program is the first of its kind 
in Africa and provides a continent-wide platform for 
higher education, training, and research in disaster risk 
reduction and humanitarian action in English, French, 
Swahili, Portuguese, and Arabic-speaking universities.

Periperi U supports institutional development through 
a multi-pronged approach that comprises short course 
training, formal education, local research, and policy 
advocacy.  Each participating university provides short 
professional courses for local and national practitioners 
and government authorities in vulnerability reduction, 
disaster risk management, food and livelihoods security, 
and other subjects relevant to the risk and vulnerability 
profile of individual countries.  With support from the 
program, each university selectively integrates disaster 
and vulnerability reduction priorities into core teaching 
and research programs and develops multi-disciplinary 

undergraduate and graduate curricula.  To increase local 
understanding, improve risk management, and inform 
development planning by government authorities, 
international agencies, and donors, Periperi U partners 
are also developing applied research of disaster risks 
and vulnerabilities in their respective countries.  By 
building teaching and research capacity, universities 
are increasingly playing a key role as advocates within 
national governments for vulnerability reduction and 
disaster management policy.

From North to South, East to West:  
Periperi U’s Expanding Network
From Algeria to South Africa, from Ghana to 
Mozambique, Periperi U supports local disaster 
risk reduction and management efforts in a manner 
adapted to each country’s unique variety of natural 
disasters and varying response capabilities.  The 
network brings together universities that are 
committed to disaster risk reduction and positioned 
at the forefront of research, training, and advocacy 
in their respective countries.  During its first year, 
the Periperi U initiative supported the development 
of disaster risk and vulnerability reduction programs 
in five participating institutions:  Ardhi University in 
Tanzania, Bahir Dar University in Ethiopia, University 
of Cape Town in South Africa, University of Science 
and Technology Houari Boumediene in Algeria, and 
University of the Witwatersrand in South Africa.  In 
total, the institutions conducted nine short professional 
courses that reached approximately 200 practitioners 

What is periperi?
Periperi is a type of chili pepper used in many 
countries in Africa.  Given periperi’s recognition 
throughout the continent, the University of 
Cape Town’s Disaster Mitigation for Sustainable 
Livelihoods Program, OFDA’s main implementing 
partner in the Periperi U program, has used 
the word to name a number of risk reduction 
initiatives in Southern Africa.  Periperi Publications 
has produced learning and advocacy materials on 
livelihoods and urban vulnerability.
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and students in Algeria, South Africa, and Tanzania and 
covered a broad range of locally relevant risk reduction 
topics, from seismic vulnerability to community risk 
assessment.  

The program also provided an opportunity for increased 
collaboration among partner African universities on 
disaster risk concerns and visits between participating 

institutions to exchange information about risk-related 
disciplines, share research and ideas, and build capacity 
within the Periperi U network.  The participation of 
four staff members from Ardhi University in Tanzania 
in short courses offered by the University of Cape 
Town in South Africa illustrated the productive nature 
of exchanges.  Following the visit, Ardhi University 

Periperi U Network
The Periperi U network works with centers and programs within each participating university that have a 
demonstrated core competency in applied sciences, such as environmental science, livelihoods and food 
security, public health, agriculture, and earthquake risk reduction.  This provides the network with a wide 
range of complementary disaster risk reduction capabilities.  The following are the network’s current 
participating institutions:  

• Bahir Dar University in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia

• Built Environment Research Laboratory, University of Science and Technology Houari Boumediene in 	
	 Algiers, Algeria

• Disaster Management Training Centre, Ardhi University in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania

• Disaster Mitigation for Sustainable Livelihoods Programme, University of Cape Town in Cape Town, 	
	 South Africa

• School of Public Health, Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda

• University of Ghana in Accra, Ghana

• Universidade Técnica de Moçambique in Maputo, Mozambique
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offered two short courses in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, 
that were attended by more than 30 practitioners and 
professionals.  In addition, the program facilitated the 
creation of a peer support network to advance the 
implementation of disaster risk reduction programs in 
universities across the continent.

Based on the success of the first year, OFDA 
initiated a second, three-year phase of the Periperi 
U program to expand the network to include 10 
institutions throughout the continent.  The Periperi 
U network currently includes universities in Algeria, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania, 
and Uganda.  The program also includes plans for 
collaboration with universities in francophone regions, 
as well as in southern Africa and Kenya.  Periperi U 
aims to train up to 600 students and practitioners in 
10 countries through 2011.

Sustainable Capacity-Building in 
Disaster Risk Reduction in Africa
Meeting the complex challenges inherent in 
developing and strengthening disaster risk reduction 
and management in Africa demands interdisciplinary 
approaches, sustainable efforts over a significant time 
period, and context-specific solutions and innovations.  
By supporting African universities across the continent, 
the multi-year Periperi U initiative is building sustainable 
national and local capabilities in a range of disaster risk- 
and vulnerability-related disciplines.  In so doing, the 
program is helping to develop and strengthen durable 
solutions that are appropriate to local conditions and 
are better able to reduce disaster risks and meet 
development challenges.  Enhanced human capacity in 
the field of disaster risk reduction and management 
in each country will help integrate risk reduction into 
critical development planning and programs.  In the 
long term, Periperi U aims to reduce the impact of 
disasters on communities across Africa, strengthen 
governments’ capacity to prepare for potential 
disasters, improve collaboration between national 
authorities and teaching and learning institutions, and 
expand the pool of qualified and capable disaster 
risk managers in the government, private, and non-
governmental sectors.  
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Country Disaster Declaration 
Date Affected Dead1 Obligation Disaster Assistance Provided by OFDA

Africa

Angola Floods 04/11/08 81,400 14 $74,945 Local procurement of emergency relief supplies; 
logistics and shelter and settlements activities

Burkina Faso Meningitis 
Outbreak 02/19/08 9,701 955 $498,557 Vaccine procurement and meningitis surveillance, 

education, and laboratory detection 

Chad Complex 
Emergency 10/10/07 880,000 - $7,061,507 

Transportation and distribution of emergency 
relief supplies; support for humanitarian air 
service; agriculture and food security, health, 
humanitarian coordination and information 
management, nutrition, and water, sanitation, and 
hygiene activities

Comoros Complex 
Emergency 03/31/08 - - $50,000 Transportation and logistical support for the 

provision of emergency relief commodities 

Côte d'Ivoire Complex 
Emergency 12/04/07 709,000 - $1,683,298 

Agriculture and food security, economy and 
market systems, humanitarian coordination 
and information management, and protection 
activities

DRC Complex 
Emergency 10/09/07 3 million 5.4 million* $18,294,707 

Agriculture and food security, economy and 
market systems, health, logistics and relief 
commodities, nutrition, protection, shelter and 
settlements, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
activities

Djibouti Cholera Epidemic 11/20/07 562 6 $100,000 
Purchase of treatment supplies and health 
initiatives to support social mobilization through 
mass media 

Djibouti Drought 05/21/08 340,000 - $497,550 

Deployment of regional Horn of Africa DART 
to Kenya and OFDA team to Djibouti to assess 
food security conditions; community-based 
nutrition activities, including malnutrition 
treatment, coordination, technical assistance, and 
strengthening of national capacity and protocols 

Eritrea Complex 
Emergency 10/12/07 1.7 million - $3,006,404 

Deployment of regional Horn of Africa DART to 
Kenya to assess food security conditions; health, 
humanitarian coordination and information 
management, nutrition, and water, sanitation, and 
hygiene activities

Ethiopia Complex 
Emergency 10/15/07 12 million - $35,151,414 

Deployment of regional Horn of Africa 
DART to Kenya to assess food security 
conditions; deployment of OFDA team to 
conduct assessments and coordinate with 
government and relief agencies; purchase 
and distribution of emergency relief supplies; 
local food procurement; agriculture and food 
security, economy and market systems, health, 
humanitarian coordination and information 
management, logistics, nutrition, risk reduction, 
and water, sanitation, and hygiene activities

Guinea-Bissau Cholera 
Outbreak 09/17/08 12,900 216 $100,000 

Water, sanitation, and hygiene activities, including 
improvements to school sanitation and provision 
of disinfected water

Kenya Complex 
Emergency 01/03/08 1.9 million 1,200 $11,323,946 

Deployment of DART to conduct assessments 
and coordinate with government and relief 
agencies; airlift and distribution of emergency 
relief commodities; economy and market 
systems, health, humanitarian coordination and 
information management, logistics, nutrition, 
protection, shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Lesotho Food Insecurity 10/11/07 553,000 - $24,000 Nutrition interventions, including a countrywide 
nutrition survey

Madagascar Cyclone 02/19/08 332,391 93 $1,226,449 

Airlift and local procurement of emergency 
relief supplies; agriculture and food security, risk 
reduction, economy and market systems, and 
logistics activities

Funding Summary - FY 2008 Disasters
Obligations from October 1, 2007 - September 30, 2008
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Country Disaster Declaration 
Date Affected Dead1 Obligation Disaster Assistance Provided by OFDA

Malawi Floods 04/01/08 180,246 - $455,943 Agriculture and food security activities, including 
seed systems and provision of agricultural inputs 

Mali Floods 10/01/07 42,662 9 $50,000 Agriculture and food security and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Mozambique Floods 02/06/08 173,535 20 $1,377,023 

Deployment of OFDA team to conduct 
assessments and coordinate with government 
and relief agencies; agriculture and food security, 
logistics, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
activities

Namibia Floods 03/05/08 65,000 42 $50,000 Support for emergency relief efforts

Niger Floods 07/28/08 32,535 7 $50,000 
Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies, including blankets, mosquito nets, mats, 
and water containers

Senegal Floods 09/25/08 23,593 0 $50,000 Water, sanitation, and hygiene activities, including 
rapid hygiene awareness campaign

Somalia Complex 
Emergency 10/03/07 3.2 million - $51,202,443 

Deployment of regional Horn of Africa DART 
to Kenya to assess food security conditions; 
regional food procurement; agriculture and food 
security, economy and market systems, health, 
humanitarian coordination and information 
management, logistics and relief commodities, 
nutrition, protection, shelter and settlements, risk 
reduction, transportation, and water, sanitation, 
and hygiene

Sudan Complex 
Emergency 10/11/07 8 million 2.3 million* $137,305,984 

Agriculture and food security, economy 
and market systems, health, humanitarian 
coordination and information management, 
logistics and relief commodities, nutrition, 
protection, risk reduction, shelter and 
settlements, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
activities

Togo Floods 10/01/07 127,800 41 $407,696 Agriculture and food security and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Togo Floods 08/04/08 30,000-40,000 6 $50,000 Provision of emergency relief supplies

Uganda Complex 
Emergency 10/18/07 1.8 million - $6,812,840 

Agriculture and food security, economy and 
market systems, humanitarian coordination and 
information management, nutrition, protection, 
and water, sanitation, and hygiene activities

Uganda Ebola Outbreak 12/06/07 149 37 $50,000 Transportation of specimens to support USG 
response to Ebola outbreak

Zambia Floods 03/04/08 34,776 10 $975,579 Distribution of emergency relief supplies and 
agriculture and food security activities

Zimbabwe Complex 
Emergency 10/15/07 2.1 million - $7,315,373 

Provision of emergency relief supplies; agriculture 
and food security, economy and market systems, 
protection, humanitarian coordination and 
information management, and water, sanitation, 
and hygiene activities

Subtotal Africa  $285,245,658 

Asia and the Pacific

Bangladesh Cyclone 11/16/07 8.9 million 4,234 $5,961,804 

Deployment of DART to conduct assessments 
and coordinate with government and relief 
agencies; airlift of emergency relief commodities; 
logistics, shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Bangladesh Localized Food 
Shortage 04/24/08 128,000 - $100,000 Agriculture and food security activities

Burma2 Cyclone 05/05/08 2.4 million 130,000 $26,449,434 

Deployment of DART to conduct assessments 
and coordinate with government and relief 
agencies; airlift and distribution of emergency 
relief supplies; agriculture and food security,  
economy and market systems, health, 
humanitarian coordination and information 
management, logistics, nutrition, protection, 
shelter and settlements, and water, sanitation, 
and hygiene activities
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China Winter 
Emergency 02/01/08 77 million 129 $150,000 Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 

supplies

China Earthquake 05/13/08 46 million 69,222 $1,027,194 

Deployment of OFDA team to provide technical 
assistance to local first responders; airlifts of 
emergency relief supplies and search, rescue, and 
recovery equipment; purchase and distribution of 
emergency relief supplies; shelter and settlements 
and risk reduction activities

East Timor Complex 
Emergency 11/30/07 - - $1,220,203 

Humanitarian coordination and information 
management, shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

India Localized Food 
Shortage 05/14/08 710,000 - $50,000 Economy and market systems activities

India Floods 08/29/08 2.1 million 47 $100,000 Procurement and delivery of emergency relief 
supplies; support for rescue efforts

Laos Floods 08/19/08 204,189 11 $50,000 
Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies, including shelter materials, water, and 
water purification tablets

Nepal Complex 
Emergency 10/02/07 200,000 13,000* $2,654,142 

Provision of emergency relief and shelter supplies; 
economy and market systems, humanitarian 
coordination and information management, 
logistics, protection, risk reduction, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Nepal Floods 08/21/08 35,000–50,000 - $850,000 

Local purchase and transport of emergency relief 
supplies, including blankets and shelter materials; 
shelter and settlements activities; technical 
support for the Government of Nepal

Pakistan Floods 08/07/08 241,000 40 $967,809 

Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies; economy and market systems, shelter 
and settlements, and water, sanitation, and 
hygiene activities

Pakistan Complex 
Emergency 08/19/08 200,000 - $3,295,680 

Provision of emergency relief supplies, health, 
humanitarian coordination and information 
management, nutrition, protection, risk 
reduction, shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene

Papua New 
Guinea Cyclone 11/20/07 162,000 172 $150,000 

Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies; shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Philippines Complex 
Emergency 08/22/08 290,000 83 $100,000 Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 

supplies

Philippines Typhoon 06/23/08 4.1 million 954 $678,846 
Airlift and local procurement of emergency relief 
supplies, including hygiene kits, plastic sheeting, 
and water containers 

Sri Lanka Complex 
Emergency 10/01/07 - - $5,428,782 

Deployment of OFDA team to conduct 
assessments and coordinate with government 
and relief agencies; provision of emergency relief 
supplies; agriculture and food security, economy 
and market systems, health, humanitarian 
coordination and information management, 
logistics, protection, risk reduction, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Vietnam Typhoon 10/09/07 600,000 82 $996,918 

Distribution of emergency relief supplies; 
agriculture and food security, protection, risk 
reduction, shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Subtotal Asia and the Pacific  $50,230,812 

Europe, Middle East, and Central Asia

Afghanistan Complex 
Emergency 01/08/08 8 million - $17,018,394 

Distribution of emergency relief supplies; shelter 
and settlements interventions, including urban 
shelter and planning assistance; economy and 
market systems, agriculture and food security, 
logistics, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
activities 
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Country Disaster Declaration 
Date Affected Dead1 Obligation Disaster Assistance Provided by OFDA

Albania Munitions 
Explosions 03/21/08 10,000 26 $50,000 Provision of emergency relief supplies

Georgia3 Complex 
Emergency 08/09/08 200,000 300–1,800 $12,137,119 

Deployment of DART to conduct assessments 
and coordinate with government and relief 
agencies; airlift and procurement of emergency 
relief supplies; agriculture and food security, 
economy and market systems, nutrition, 
protection, shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Iraq Complex 
Emergency  - 5 million - $75,346,090 

Distribution of emergency relief supplies; 
economy and market systems, health, 
humanitarian coordination and information 
management, nutrition, protection, shelter and 
settlements, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
activities

Kyrgyzstan Earthquakes 01/10/08 7,000 - $50,000 Child protection activities, including psychosocial 
services and creation of child-friendly spaces

Lebanon Wildfires 10/09/07 15 1 $100,000 
Economy and market systems activities, including 
livelihoods support and restoration of fire-
damaged lands

Moldova Drought 11/26/07 - - $50,000 Purchase and distribution of agricultural inputs, 
including maize seed

Moldova Floods 07/29/08 10,000 0 $50,000 Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies

Romania Floods 07/31/08 10,520 5 $50,000 
Distribution of emergency relief supplies; 
protection activities, including support for child-
friendly spaces

Slovenia Floods 10/26/07 250,000 7 $50,000 
Support for construction of a water pump 
station to provide safe drinking water for affected 
populations

Tajikistan Winter 
Emergency 02/13/08 550,000 - $4,342,618 

Regional food procurement; purchase and 
distribution of emergency relief supplies; 
economy and market systems activities

Ukraine Industrial 
Accident 11/23/07 357 89 $191,902 Provision of health equipment to treat methane 

poisoning and related health conditions

Ukraine Floods 07/30/08 40,703 households 30 $50,000 Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies

Subtotal Europe, Middle East, and Central Asia  $109,486123 

Latin America and the Caribbean

Belize Tropical Storm 06/05/08 10,000 7 $134,371 Airlift and local procurement of emergency relief 
supplies

Bolivia Floods 01/27/08 79,000 families 63 $618,146 
Airlift and local procurement of emergency relief 
supplies; health, shelter and settlements, and 
water, sanitation, and hygiene activities

Brazil Floods 04/17/08 450,000 33 $60,250 Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies

Costa Rica Floods 10/22/07 12,000 18 $50,000 Local procurement of emergency relief supplies, 
including bedding, blankets, fuel, and hygiene kits

Costa Rica4 Floods 09/05/08 9,500 0 $40,000 
Provision of air support for transport of medical 
personnel and equipment to flood-affected 
communities

Cuba Tropical Storm 11/09/07 68,000 - $100,000 Provision of emergency relief supplies, including 
shelter kits

Cuba Hurricane 09/03/08 400,000 0 $1,500,000 
Local purchase and distribution of emergency 
relief supplies; agriculture and food security and 
shelter and settlements activities
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Country Disaster Declaration 
Date Affected Dead1 Obligation Disaster Assistance Provided by OFDA

Dominican 
Republic Floods 10/31/07 79,730 87 $1,538,498 

Deployment of OFDA team to conduct 
assessments and coordinate with government 
and relief agencies; airlifts and local procurement 
of emergency relief supplies; emergency food 
assistance, including transport; health and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Dominican 
Republic Tropical Storms 09/03/08 16,715 8 $50,000 Local purchase and distribution of emergency 

relief supplies

Ecuador Floods 02/21/08 250,000 56 $929,104 

Deployment of OFDA team to conduct 
assessments and coordinate with government 
and relief agencies; airlift and local procurement 
of emergency relief supplies; health and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Guatemala Floods 07/25/08 17,300 27 $49,906 Local purchase and distribution of emergency 
relief supplies

Haiti Floods 11/07/07 25,397 families 103 $648,723 

Deployment of OFDA team to conduct 
assessments and coordinate with government 
and relief agencies; purchase and distribution of 
emergency relief supplies; agriculture and food 
security, protection, and water, sanitation, and 
hygiene activities

Haiti Food Insecurity 04/28/08 2.5 million - $149,998 
Agriculture and food security activities, including 
the purchase and distribution of seeds and 
fertilizer

Haiti5 Hurricanes 09/02/08 826,685 793 $8,455,930 

Deployment of DART to conduct assessments 
and coordinate with government and relief 
agencies; airlifts and distribution of emergency 
relief supplies; economy and market systems, 
health, humanitarian coordination and 
information management, logistics, protection, 
shelter and settlements, and water, sanitation, 
and hygiene activities

Honduras Floods 10/17/07 47,000 5 $50,000 
Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies, including blankets, hygiene kits, and 
kitchen items

Jamaica6 Tropical Storm 09/02/08 4,000 12 $157,000 Support for overflight assessments; airlift and 
procurement of emergency relief supplies

Mexico Floods 11/04/07 2.3 million 13 $2,387,269 

Deployment of OFDA team to conduct 
assessments and coordinate with government 
and relief agencies; local procurement of 
emergency relief supplies; agriculture and food 
security, logistics, shelter and settlements, and 
water, sanitation, and hygiene activities

Nicaragua Floods 10/19/07 43,000 10 $576,872 

Purchase and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies, including kitchen kits and mattresses; 
emergency food assistance; agriculture and 
food security and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
activities

Nicaragua Tropical Storm 05/29/08 25,000 3 $50,000 
Deployment of OFDA team to conduct 
assessments and coordinate with government 
and relief agencies; emergency shelter repairs

Paraguay Yellow Fever 
Outbreak 02/15/08 36 8 $50,000 

Health activities, including vaccination activities, 
laboratory testing, and support for clinical case 
management

Paraguay Drought 09/10/08 18,000 4 $50,000 Local purchase and distribution of emergency 
relief supplies

Subtotal Latin America and the Carribbean  $17,646,067 

TOTAL FY 2008 DISASTER RESPONSE $462,608,660

Notes:  
* This figure represents the cumulative total of deaths since the onset of the complex emergency.
1)	 A hyphen (-) in the dead and/or affected columns indicates that reliable information was not available.
2)	 OFDA also provided stockpiled commodities valued at $1,540,115, bringing total OFDA emergency assistance to Burma to $27,989,549.
3)	 OFDA also provided stockpiled commodities valued at $579,032, bringing total OFDA emergency assistance to Georgia to $12,716,151.
4)	 Flooding in Costa Rica continued into FY 2009.  As of mid-October, the ongoing floods had killed 7 people, displaced at least 3,096 others, and affected a total of 92,000
	 people in 470 communities, according to OCHA.  In addition, flooding and mudslides rendered 171 roads impassible and damaged approximately 1,400 houses.
5)	 OFDA also provided relief commodities valued at $646,576, bringing total OFDA emergency assistance to Haiti to $9,102,506.
6)	 OFDA also provided relief commodities valued at $151,435, bringing total OFDA emergency assistance to Jamaica to $308,435.
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Country or Category Activity  Obligation Assistance Provided by OFDA

Africa

Burkina Faso Floods $300,000 Support for CRS to implement agriculture and food security activities, including 
seed vouchers and fairs

Central African Republic Complex Emergency $850,328 Support for IMC to implement health activities; replenishment of stockpiled 
commodities provided during FY 2007

Ghana Floods $300,000 Support for CRS to implement agriculture and food security activities, including 
seed vouchers and fairs

Liberia Complex Emergency $145,462 Support for ARC to promote legal protection for survivors of gender-based 
violence

Mozambique Cyclone $459,900 Replenishment of stockpiled commodities provided during FY 2007

Asia and the Pacific

India Floods $1,075,591 

Support for ACTED, CRS, and Project Concern International to implement 
agriculture and food security, economy and market systems, health, humanitarian 
coordination and information management, protection, risk reduction, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Pakistan Cyclone $1,582,503 
Support for CONCERN, Mercy Corps, and SC/US to implement agriculture and 
food security, economy and market systems, shelter and settlements, and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene activities

Europe, the Middle East, and Central Asia

Greece Wildfires $877,447 

Deployment of OFDA team to provide technical assistance for Greece wildfire 
response and prevention efforts; provision of trainings, workshops, and 
equipment for local first responders; replenishment of stockpiled commodities 
provided during FY 2007

Latin America and the Caribbean

Belize Hurricane $49,654 Replenishment of stockpiled commodities provided during FY 2007

Guatemala Floods $8,100 Replenishment of stockpiled commodities provided during FY 2007

Jamaica Hurricane $217,915 Replenishment of stockpiled commodities provided during FY 2007

Nicaragua Hurricane $1,275,874 Support for ADRA, CRS, and World Vision to implement agriculture and food 
security, shelter and settlements, and water, sanitation, and hygiene activities

Panama Floods $12,680 Replenishment of stockpiled commodities provided during FY 2007

Paraguay Wildfires $181,000 Replenishment of commodities provided by USFS during FY 2007

Peru Earthquake $879,832 
Capacity building and training for new home construction in earthquake-affected 
areas; replenishment of stockpiled commodities provided during FY 2007; 
logistics costs

St. Lucia Hurricane $18,250 Replenishment of stockpiled commodities provided during FY 2007

TOTAL FUNDING FOR PREVIOUS FY DISASTERS                                                                                $8,234,536

OFDA Assistance for Previous FY Disasters*

* Please refer to OFDA Annual Report FY 2007 for more information on these disasters.
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FY 2008 Disaster Risk Reduction Activities

Country or Category Activity  Obligation Assistance Provided by OFDA

Africa
East and Central Africa Drought Mitigation $325,000 Regional FEWS NET office

Southern Africa

Disaster Preparedness, 
Management, and 
Response; Technical 
Assistance; Capacity 
Building; Staff Support

$1,347,964 

Assessment of flooding situation in Angola; early warning system and support to 
community radio stations for information dissemination in Mozambique; regional 
disaster risk and vulnerability reduction (Periperi-U); monitoring and evaluation 
to ensure that preparedness programs are technically sound; support for OFDA 
programs in Southern Africa

Southern Africa Drought Mitigation $200,000 Regional FEWS NET office

West Africa

Disaster Preparedness, 
Management, and 
Response; Nutrition 
Capacity Building; 
Protection Capacity 
Building

$3,650,158 

Regional disaster response planning; capacity building to prevent and treat 
malnutrition; emergency nutrition preparedness in Niger; rapid response fund; 
water, sanitation, and hygiene emergency preparedness; protection capacity 
building in the context of food assistance; support for regional nutrition advisor

Liberia Vulnerable Populations 
and IDP Protection $400,000 Prevention of and response to gender-based violence

Côte d'Ivoire Vulnerable Populations 
and IDP Protection $400,000 Prevention of and response to gender-based violence

Madagascar
Disaster Preparedness, 
Management, and 
Response

$250,000 Rapid response fund for emergency activities in response to Rift Valley Fever 
outbreak

Asia and the Pacific

Regional
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$220,000 Disaster management training, development of ASEAN manual for needs and 
damage assessments

Regional Staff Support $229,425 Support for OFDA programs in Asia and the Pacific

Bangladesh
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$21,550 Support for maintenance and operation of mobile water purification units

China

Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management; 
Earthquake Safety

$1,728,217 

Promotion of private-sector participation in and contribution to disaster 
preparedness, capacity building, and response; integration of risk reduction into 
rehabilitation of earthquake-affected rural shelters and improvement of disaster 
risk reduction in schools and communities in earthquake-affected areas 

India
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$300,000 Promotion of private-sector participation in and contribution to disaster 
preparedness, capacity building, and response

Indonesia
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$304,500 
Promotion of private-sector participation in and contribution to disaster 
preparedness, capacity building, and response; support for maintenance and 
operation of mobile water purification units

Nepal
Capacity Building; 
Earthquake Risk 
Management

$429,516 

Support for UNICEF and a local NGO to oversee an earthquake risk 
management program, including raising awareness of and preparedness for 
seismic hazards and monitoring the long-term earthquake risk reduction plan for 
the Kathmandu Valley

Nepal Protection Capacity 
Building $350,000 Prevention of and response to gender-based violence

Pacific Islands Transition Programming $1,408,206 Preparing for the transition of Marshall Islands and Micronesia from the U.S. 
Federal Emergency Agency to OFDA

Pacific Islands
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$94,943 Capacity building and disaster management training to improve the performance 
of local and national disaster management agencies and individuals

Philippines

Conflict Preparedness; 
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$563,280 
Conflict preparedness activities, including responding to internal displacement 
in western Mindanao; support for improved school-based and community 
awareness of disaster preparedness

Vietnam
Flood Preparedness, 
Forecasting, and 
Management

$25,000 Regional workshop to facilitate flood preparedness programs, including flood 
proofing of homes in flood-prone villages in the Mekong Delta
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Country or Category Activity  Obligation Assistance Provided by OFDA

Europe, Middle East, and Central Asia 
Regional Staff Support $4,942 Support for attendance of a global workshop on gender and disasters

Turkey
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$5,000 Support for technical assistance meetings

Latin America and the Caribbean

Regional

Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management; 
Emergency Health 
Preparedness; 
Information 
Management

$7,761,970 

Maintenance of regional disaster management experts to respond to disasters 
and oversee a disaster management training program; regional disaster response 
planning; promotion of private-sector participation in and contribution to disaster 
preparedness, capacity building, and response; development of new disaster risk 
reduction initiatives and support for existing programs; health sector capacity 
building; information management activities in Latin America and the Caribbean

Regional Technical Assistance; 
Staff Support $20,928 

Support for training session for OFDA partners; after-action workshop on 
disaster management following earthquakes in Peru; support for OFDA programs 
in Latin America and the Caribbean

Caribbean

Capacity Building; 
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$444,148 
Capacity building and disaster management training for national Red Cross 
societies and other local responders; provision of urban search and rescue 
equipment 

Central America
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$12,500 Support for a disaster preparedness workshop

Costa Rica
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$12,000 Support for a volcano preparedness workshop through a local observatory

Ecuador Volcano Monitoring $25,000 Assessment and volcano risk management activities in 23 communities in Ecuador

Honduras
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$397,394 
Capacity building and training in disaster risk reduction for indigenous 
communities; support for a disaster simulation exercise; strengthening disaster 
management

Mexico
Disaster Preparedness, 
Response, and 
Management

$91,080 Disaster management training for national and state disaster officials

Country or Category Activity  Obligation Assistance Provided by OFDA

Global

Agriculture and Food Security

Global Seed Security; 
Cassava Mosaic Disease 
Mitigation; Emergency 
Transboundary 
Outbreak Pest 
Mitigation; Staff Support

$1,901,040 

Support for research to ensure the quality of seed interventions; cassava 
mosaic disease (CMD) mitigation, including multiplication and dissemination of 
disease-resistant plants, training, and information dissemination on CMD and 
its management;  emergency pest mitigation activities, including support for 
the Desert Locust Control Organization to mitigate and control damage from 
infestations of migratory pests in East Africa; support for OFDA agriculture and 
food security programs

Geological Hazards Volcano Monitoring $1,253,000 Support for Volcano Disaster Assistance Program to provide technical assistance 
to national volcano monitoring organizations; geological hazard mitigation

Information Management and 
Coordination

Coordination; Staff 
Support $4,347,625 

Support for Sphere Project and InterAction to disseminate best practices 
and develop standards and guidelines for humanitarian assistance; funding to 
strengthen humanitarian accountability and performance; support for assessment 
of effectiveness of donor assistance for IDPs; funding for OCHA to provide 
information support and coordination for the international humanitarian 
community; support for OFDA information management and coordination 
activities

Information Management and 
Coordination

Coordination; Staff 
Support $400,623 Support for Good Humanitarian Donorship financial study; support for OFDA 

information management and coordination activities

Information Management and 
Coordination

Information 
Management $757,755 Maintenance of an Emergency Events Database (EM-DATA) and a geographic 

data repository; support for WFP emergency mapping capacity

Logistics and Relief 
Commodities Coordination $600,000 Funding for WFP and UNJLC to strengthen interagency collaboration on logistics 

and to support logistics cluster activations in the field
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Country or Category Activity  Obligation Assistance Provided by OFDA

Meteorological Hazards

Climate Forecasting; 
Flood Preparedness, 
Forecasting, and 
Management

$2,050,678 

Provision of access to weather, climate, hydrological, and oceanic expertise and 
information; capacity building of national, international, and regional entities, 
including training on the application of satellite-based rainfall estimates to floods 
and droughts, flash flood guidance, and dissemination of information to vulnerable 
populations in remote areas; global flood hazard mapping, including identification 
of high-risk areas and safe havens, as well as technological training for scientists

Public Health and Nutrition
Nutrition Capacity 
Building; Information 
Management

$2,187,454 

Support for nutrition capacity building and information management, including 
identification and dissemination of best practices through research and evaluation; 
technical support to develop policy guidance and capacity building for infant 
and young child feeding in emergencies; trainings to promote best practices in 
supplementary feeding, community management of acute malnutrition, and 
alternative nutrition assessment methods; local procurement and production of 
ready-to-use therapeutic food

Public Health and Nutrition
Emergency Health 
Preparedness; Capacity 
Building; Staff Support

$1,191,984 

Communicable disease control in emergencies, including technical and 
operational support; training and capacity building for emergency health 
providers; support for OFDA health, nutrition, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
programs

Public Health and Nutrition Avian and Pandemic 
Influenza Preparedness $615,144 

Procurement, stockpiling, and distribution of personal protective equipment; 
support for the development of WHO pandemic influenza guidelines; pandemic 
preparedness training for health workers

Shelter and Settlements Capacity Building $100,000 Funding for a revision of the Sphere Project handbook

Vulnerable Populations and IDP 
Protection

Capacity Building; 
Economy and Market 
Systems; Information 
Management; 
Protection 

$1,194,630 

Capacity building program to promote the incorporation of the Guiding Principles 
on Internal Displacement into domestic laws and policies through translation 
into local languages and dissemination of the Principles and related materials; 
support for addressing fuel needs in conflict-affected settings; development 
of a rapid market assessment toolkit to enable field officers to determine the 
appropriateness of cash-based interventions in lieu of commodity distributions; 
support for database to track global IDP movements; technical evaluation and 
dissemination of findings from study of the efficiency of stoves distributed to 
reduce fuel consumption and protect women and girls from attacks

Vulnerable Populations and IDP 
Protection Protection $1,020,326 

Support for trainings of NGO staff conducting investigations into reported 
incidents of sexual exploitation and abuse and promotion of common standards 
to prevent and respond to sexual exploitation and abuse; funding for the 
protection standby capacity (PROCAP) project to maintain and develop a cadre 
of qualified protection officers to support the strategic and operational response 
of U.N. agencies for IDPs and other vulnerable populations

Staff Support Technical Assistance $3,000,000 Monitoring and evaluation to ensure disaster risk reduction programs are 
technically sound 

Subtotal Disaster Risk Reduction1                                                                                                                                       $41,642,980
1) This figure does not include disaster risk reduction activities incorporated into ongoing response activities.

Obligated Funding for FY 2008 Disasters $462,608,660

Obligated Funding for Previous FY Disasters $8,234,536

SUBTOTAL - FY 2008 Obligated Funding for Disaster Response $470,843,196

Disaster Risk Reduction Activities $41,642,980

Program Support and Operations $40,610,526

TOTAL - FY 2007 Obligated Funding $553,096,702

Budget Carryover to FY 2009 $186,370,190

TOTAL OFDA Budget for FY 2008 $739,466,892

OFDA Funding and Budget for FY 2008
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Disaster Summaries in this Annual Report 

The disaster descriptions on the preceding pages 
cover USG FY 2008.  From October 1, 2007, through 
September 30, 2008, OFDA responded to 80 
declared disasters.  In addition, OFDA responded to 
an emergency in one country for which no disaster 
declaration was issued.   

Explanation of Assistance Covered 
As the financial record of how OFDA dispensed 
emergency assistance funds in FY 2008, this report 
details only the assistance provided through OFDA’s 
budget.  In almost all of the disasters detailed in the 
preceding pages, other USG offices provided a level 
of humanitarian assistance in addition to the OFDA 
funds indicated.  Every effort was made to note when 
other offices participated in a disaster response in the 
case reports. 

Detailed Situation Reports and Fact Sheets on Major 
Disasters Available Separately 
Documents are available that provide more detailed 
information about declared disasters than is given in 
the case reports found in this annual report.  Situation 
reports are four- to five-page documents that provide 
periodic updates on long-term, complex emergencies.  
Fact sheets are one- or two-page documents that focus 
on rapid-onset natural disasters or rapidly changing 
complex emergencies.  For information on where to 
find current situation reports, fact sheets, and other 
related information, please see page 146.  

Situation Reports, Fact Sheets, or Program Summaries 
Produced for Major Disasters and Preparedness 
Programs in FY 2008 

Asia – Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation Programs

Bangladesh – Cyclone

Bolivia – Floods

Burma – Cyclone

Chad – Complex Emergency

China – Earthquake

Democratic Republic of the Congo –
Complex Emergency

Dominican Republic – Tropical Storm

Dominican Republic and Haiti – 
Floods and Tropical Storm

East Timor – Complex Emergency

Ecuador – Floods

Ethiopia – Complex Emergency

Georgia – Complex Emergency

Haiti – Storms

Horn of Africa – Complex Emergency

Kenya – Complex Emergency

Latin America and the Caribbean – Disaster 
Preparedness and Mitigation Programs

Latin America and the Caribbean –
Hurricane Season 2008

Mexico – Floods

Nepal – Complex Emergency

Pakistan – Floods and Civil Conflict

Philippines – Typhoon

Somalia – Complex Emergency

Southern Africa – Flooding and Cyclones

Sri Lanka – Complex Emergency

Sudan – Complex Emergency

Uganda – Complex Emergency

Zimbabwe – Complex Emergency

Global Food Insecurity and Price Increase

Disaster Risk Reduction Programs

Natural and Technological Risks – Volcano 
Disaster Assistance Program Summary

Global Sector Updates – Agriculture and 
Food Security; Protection; Shelter and 
Settlements; Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene  
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Publication Credits

The OFDA FY 2008 Annual Report was researched, 
written, and produced by Yoni Bock, Sylvia Cabus, 
Amber Callaway, Cara Christie, Lily Frey, Arielle 
Giegerich, Patricia Erin Hampton, Darlene Hilburn, 
Kylie Holmes, Michael Keegan, Caroline Luther, Erin 
Magee, Liza Mantilla, Wesley Mossburg, Paul Perrin, 
Johs Pierce, Laureen Reagan, Alexandra Riboul, Amy 
Shatsoff, Diedra Spencer, Matthew Walsh, Fiona Shanks 
Yucha, and Erin Zaleski of Macfadden & Associates, 
Inc./Labat-Anderson, Inc. in Washington, D.C., under 
contract number DFD-I-00-06-00170-00.  Auriana 
Koutnik also contributed to this report.

Cover design by Laureen Reagan.  Maps created by 
Brendan   Bartow   and   Dong   Chung.     Layout   by  
Joe Rozsa, Automated Graphics Systems, Inc.

The maps included in this report are for illustrative 
purposes only and are not authoritative representations.  
The boundaries and names used on the maps do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the U.S. 
Government.

OFDA Publications

In addition to the annual report, OFDA produces 
several other publications that are available on the 
Internet and by request:

• One of the most useful publications is the Field 
Operations Guide (FOG), a pocket-sized manual 
that contains methodology for conducting disaster 
assessments, as well as information on OFDA response 
procedures.

• In order to fulfill its mandate, OFDA has developed 
Guidelines for Unsolicited Proposals and Reporting to 
assist in the preparation of proposals for new grants 
and grant modifications for submission to OFDA.  This 
guidelines publication provides information relevant to 
the grant proposal review and award process, outlines 
the main components of a grant proposal, and presents 
reporting guidelines.

• OFDA also produces current situation reports and 
fact sheets on selected international disasters and 
crises, which describe the humanitarian situation and 
the corresponding USG response.

Current situation reports, fact sheets, the FOG, and the 
Guidelines for Unsolicited Proposals and Reporting are 
available on the Internet at OFDA’s home page at http://
www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/
disaster_assistance/.  Fact sheets and situation reports 
are also available on OCHA’s ReliefWeb home page at 
http://www.reliefweb.int. 

Cover Photo Credits

Front:  Women participate in an OFDA-funded 
malaria education program implemented by MENTOR 
Initiative in Dar Sila Region of eastern Chad (Courtesy 
of Mike DuBose, United Methodist News Service).  

Back:  Local fishermen in Burma assist to transport 
emergency relief supplies provided by OFDA through 
implementing partner IOM (Courtesy of IOM).  
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