


















CHILD WELFARE AND HEALTH 

Rural Communities with family planning services 

2001 2006 

80% rural coverage 

NEW WWAYS OOF PPLANNING FFAMILIES 
Thousands of general practitioners, community nurses and 
social workers have been trained by the Romanian Family 
Health Initiative on modern methods of contraception and 
the problems of unintended pregnancies. 

One social worker who introduced patients to family 
planning, Ionela Baisau, reports, "At first women were 
skeptical. They were worried if they used contraceptives 
they would get fat, or that it was not safe. 

Also, many women were not sure what I was talking about, 
because they were used just to having an abortion. Now 
they understand and I am very happy when they come back 
to see me." 

A male peer educator, Benone Dobre, works with many 
men, telling them, "If you want a child, you should have one. 
But if you don't want one, you should choose not to have 
one, rather than to have it and not be able to take care of 
it." 

The Romanian Family Health Initiative provided funds and training for NGOs so they could design and implement 
campaigns to inform disadvantaged women of new local reproductive health services. Public campaigns used 
brochures, leaflets, posters and counseling to provide important advice to women in hospital maternities, abortion 
clinics and rural health clinics. 
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AN AALTERNATIVE TTO AABORTION 
Mariana is 29 and lives in a small community in northern 
Romania. "After giving birth to my son who cannot walk or 
speak, but is mentally fit, I was not sure that I 

wanted to have another child." When she found she was 
pregnant again, she had an abortion. It was only after the 
abortion in 2004 she learned that free contraceptives were 
available. "I was reluctant to take them," she said. "I was 
afraid I might become overweight." 

When Mariana found she was pregnant again, she and her 
husband decided to have the baby. "I wanted to have a 
healthy baby. I was worried, because we had not planned 
to have another child." The baby was born healthy and 
fulfilled Mariana's dream of hearing her own baby's cries. 
However, Mariana came to the decision that she did not 
want to risk having any more children. 

She decided to try the free contraceptives from her local 
clinic. After considering her options, she chose to receive 
monthly injections. She is grateful that the contraceptives 
are free, noting, "I would not be able to afford them." 

As more couples now use modern 
contraceptives to plan their families, the 
number of unwanted pregnancies and abortions 
has dropped steadily. 

SOAP OOPERA RRECEIVES GGLOBAL MMEDIA AAWARD 
Half a million women saw the innovative telenovela series: 

The Real Women. This was the first 
Romanian telenovela to deal with 
reproductive health. The Romanian 
Family Health Initiative created and 
launched the series. It addressed typical 
health problems in a woman's life, 
starting from the first menstrual cycle 
and continuing through menopause. 
Each of the six episodes was followed 
by a live discussion featuring special 
guests reviewing the key messages from 
the show. They helped to reinforce 
the show's messages by using examples 
from their own experience. 

The telenovela received 
the 2006 Global Media 
Award for Excellence in 
Population Reporting. It 
had a huge impact on 
women of all ages, and it 
contributed to an 
important shift in their 
attitudes about their 
own health. 

Offering an alternative to abortion 
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DETECTING WOMEN'S HEALTH PROBLEMS EARLIER 
Romanian women die from cervical cancer at a higher rate than those in any other country in Europe. The 
American sponsored Romanian Family Health Initiative made the early detection and prevention of breast and 
cervical cancer a priority. Prevention is a new practice in Romania, especially for villagers who see a doctor only 
when they are already very ill. 

EARLY DDETECTION 
Marinela, age 40, lives in a remote area of Poeni near Cluj. 
She must walk five kilometers to the nearest village. When 
she heard health seminars were being held after church on 
Sundays she decided to attend. One seminar dealt with 
early detection and treatment of breast and cervical cancer. 
The women learned a mobile clinic would be coming to the 
village soon to test for cervical cancer and to teach them 
how to perform monthly breast self-examinations. 

Marinela's tests indicated possible problems. The doctor 
referred her to a gynecologist, and two weeks later she had 
affected cervical tissues removed. A lump in her breast 
proved to be benign, but her family doctor continues to 
monitor her closely. 

Marinela speaks 
openly about her 
diagnosis and 
treatment. She is 
a model for the 
other women in 
her village, who 
are now seeking 
regular 
examinations and 
early detection of 
any possible 
cancers. 

IMPROVING HEALTH CARE FOR THE ROMA 
The Roma are the largest ethnic minority in Romania, officially estimated at 500,000 people, but other estimates 
indicate there may be more than two million. Although Roma families have benefited from many changes since the 
end of the communist era, a 2004 reproductive health survey revealed their health status is much worse than the 
rest of the population. Many Roma cannot get medical care because they are not part of the health insurance 
system since they do not have a permanent residence, any identification papers, job, and many do not know of the 
health services that are available. Roma women rarely use contraception or prenatal care services. More than half 
of all Roma women have never had a gynecological exam. 

The Ministry of Public Health has recognized these problems and with U.S. assistance developed a corps of Roma 
Health Mediators to introduce family care in Roma communities. The health mediators are Roma women who are 
paid by the local authorities to act as a bridge between their community and their local health and social service 
departments. They frequently find themselves being asked to assist on other problems, such as helping Roma 
obtain identity cards needed for them to receive free health benefits. Doctors, too, have begun to 
recognize the value of the health mediators in encouraging Roma to take advantage of prevention measures, such 
as vaccinations, and their ability to identify and refer health problems to the family doctors. 

Almost 200 Roma health mediators have been trained and are working in nearly every county in Romania. More 
than 100 Romanian doctors participated in workshops in intercultural communication and diversity. 

Two Roma women describe their work as Health Mediators: 

Jenica GGanea, HHealth MMediator, IIalomita 
Since 2002, I have acted as both a health mediator, and a trainer on reproductive health. I am proud 
to have trained groups of mediators in three counties. It was very difficult in the beginning because 
people did not want to talk about their health problems. For example, many women in our 
community gave birth at home, just like their mothers and grandmothers. They would not discuss 
going to a hospital. However, after a while, people started to open up and discuss all of their 
problems. Now, I have convinced several of them to have their babies in the hospital. 

Breast Cancer Campaign - at the

Atheneum in Bucharest 
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Providing choice for the underserved 

Roma Health Mediators at Work 

One day I decided to start a campaign in the nearby community of Vlasca. When I got 
there I noticed immediately people were very suspicious of me. I started to explain 
about family planning and convinced some young women to gather at the school and 
talk. I was very surprised to see that I was surrounded by 30 women. I discovered a 
new, fascinating world that needed my help. I explained to them that in Fetesti town 
there was a family planning unit offering free counseling and services. In later meetings, 
I explained to them the benefits and also disadvantages of contraceptives. 

Now, unlike the early days when women would not trust me, I can proudly say 
that I am highly regarded and they ask for my opinion on every matter. 

Mariana TToma, HHealth MMediator, CConstanta 
At the beginning of my activity as health mediator, I met a Muslim
 

Roma family with nine children. The mother and the eldest daughter
 

were asking me how to prevent pregnancies. While I was telling
 

them about modern contraceptives, the father entered the room and
 

asked me to stop. All I could do was leave their house.
 


After a while, we held a community meeting about health issues.
 

There I ran into the same man and I was surprised to hear that he
 

changed his attitude. He understood that preventing unwanted 
 
pregnancy was better than having an abortion. 
 

Providing CChoice iin tthe RRural CCommunities 
Family planning services have been available since January 2000, in the rural village of Sinpaul, near 
Cluj, which has a large Roma population. "You can see this service reflected in the drop in the 

number of abortions," said Laura Hâncu, one of two general 
practitioners in Sinpaul. 

Maria, a 39 year-old Roma woman has a son and three daughters. 
Maria eloped when she was 14. "I didn't want to have any children at 
that time," she said. "I am from a poor family, and we knew it was 
hard to raise children." Nonetheless, "I take great pride in my 
children," she said. "I never went to school, because my mother died, 
but my children attend school." 

After the birth of her last daughter four years ago, Maria started 
taking contraceptives from the Sinpaul health center. Maria is so 
committed to the benefits of family planning that she has become an 
advocate within her community. "Most of my friends now take 

contraceptives, but I was the first one," she explained with pride. 

CHANGING ATTITUDES TOWARDS THOSE LESS FORTUNATE 

Under communism, children and adults with physical or mental disabilities had been shunted away in institutions 
where they were often neglected. Since then, new systems of care have been developed, and new professionals 
in medical and psychological care have emerged. The crisis has eased. Attitudes have begun to change, if only 
slowly. This has also applied to those suffering from HIV/AIDS. 
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ACCEPTING THOSE WITH HIV/AIDS 
The first case of AIDS in Romania was reported in 1985. However, all information about the 
spread of the disease was kept secret for many years. Thousands of infants in hospitals and 
orphanages were infected. In the 1990s, children with HIV were severely stigmatized and 
shunned by people who knew little about the disease. More than 7,500 adolescents are now 
living with AIDS. They are becoming sexually active and a potential source of infection for the 
broader population. Discrimination and stigmatization further compounds their problems. 
Public education is the first line of defense against these problems. 

The Romanian Health Initiative launched several public information campaigns on radio and television to tell 
people how to protect themselves and those they love, and to reduce discrimination against people with 
HIV/AIDS. The Romanian Association against AIDS, an NGO, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health and with 
American assistance, produced a manual about counseling before and after HIV tests. The manual is now used in 

many programs across the country. 

Another partnership between the Romanian Orthodox Church and American advisors has 
promoted responsible social behavior among youth, by strengthening community groups to 
better address HIV/AIDS, domestic violence and other related issues. The Church has done 
important work addressing the stigma associated with HIV/AIDS. It started activities in which 
healthy and HIV-infected children get together, such as choirs or after-school classes. One 
participant noted, "We saw there were no differences between us, no danger: that all of us 
had the same dreams, we were all blessed with life and that some of us have this disease was 
due only to a sad accident." 

The Church and the schools also created Youth IMPACT clubs that have been formed all 
over Romania to encourage volunteerism and youth-led community services. They focus on 
HIV/AIDS, domestic violence or other social problems to help young people make 
responsible decisions, resist peer pressure, and have compassion and tolerance for those less 
fortunate. 

REACHING OOUT OON HHIV 
Father Florea Aurel, a priest from Ocolna Village in Dolj 
County, said, "It is a Roma village, with a high rate of 
illiteracy. We are physically isolated reducing our exposure 
to information about HIV/AIDS. The community has 
several known cases of HIV/AIDS." 

The village has an active philanthropic committee, started 
with American assistance, that brings together local priests 
and the County Center for Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Prevention with other volunteers to organize workshops 
on HIV/AIDS. The volunteers include school directors, 
teachers, representatives from city hall, family doctors, 
police officers and committee members. In November 

2006, volunteers canvassed the village, distributed 
informational materials and began discussions with Roma 
families. For many of the volunteers, it was their first 
personal engagement with Roma neighbors. 

"We wanted to inform villagers about HIV and end the 
stigmatization of people living with AIDS," said Father 
Aurel. "Many villagers were misinformed about HIV. They 
were afraid that HIV could be passed on by touching a 
person with the virus. We now know about the disease 
and of how to protect ourselves." 

Getting out the word about HIV/AIDS

- on the beach and in the villages 
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THE WWORLD SSEEN TTHROUGH MMY EEYES 
The National Union of Organizations of Persons affected by 
HIV/AIDS organized an innovative photo-contest for young 
people living with AIDS to help them become more 
involved in telling their stories. 'The World Seen through 
My Eyes' combined messages with photographs created by 
adolescents living with HIV/AIDS. 

The contest attracted 166 photographs from more than 
100 participants from all parts of Romania. Ten participants 
were given an award recognizing the excellence of their 
message and photograph. The event provided an excellent 
opportunity for the young people to develop 
communication skills and receive recognition for their 
creativity. 

CONFRONTING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
More than a quarter of the married women, between ages 15 and 
44, interviewed during the National Reproductive Health Survey in 
2004, reported being abused verbally, physically or sexually by 
their partner during their lifetime. More than half of the married 
men, aged 15-49 years in the same survey, reported being abusers 
during their lifetime. Domestic violence is a pervasive problem in 
Romania that is rarely reported or discussed publicly. 

In 2003, thirty Romanian NGOs, with U.S. support, formed the 
National Coalition for Preventing and Combating Violence 
against Women. The Coalition has taken the issue of 
domestic violence beyond trying to help specific victims. Its 
goal has been to reduce domestic violence by advocating 
legislative reform. In another project, lawyers, with technical 
help provided by American advisors, organized a working 
group to assess difficulties experienced by courts, law 
enforcement and defense counsels/advocates in implementing 
legislation aimed at curbing domestic violence. The opinions 
of practitioners countrywide were solicited, to make it all 
inclusive. As a result a new draft law on domestic violence 
was developed. 

Some of the winning photographs
of the contest 

Loneliness could be the

heaviest burden 

STOP before you draw a conclusion and put adefinitive label on an innocent person! 

Diversity of personalities creates acalm and peaceful social environment 

Silent witness campaign
about domestic violence 

Domestic violence through
the eyes of a child 
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man's mother is with him, encouraging him and learning from 
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ASSISTING PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL AND MENTAL DISABILITIES 
As citizens with physical and mental challenges have emerged after nearly half a century of being hidden from view, 
an increasing number of organizations and community groups are helping them. 

One is located in Bragadiru, a working class suburb of Bucharest. There, in the communist-built 
Palace of Culture, Motivation Romania has an advanced center for those using wheelchairs. In 
the building where wheelchairs were once banned, young people in wheelchairs whiz around, 
some participating in activities, some receiving physical therapy, some handling administrative 
chores and some managing Motivation. 

One young man who lost the use of his lower body in an automobile accident comes regularly 
to regain his mobility through rigorous exercises overseen by a physical therapist. The young 

the therapist how she can help her son at home. Two 
young men in wheelchairs practice rolling up and down a 
ramp. One is training the other. Nearby wheelchair 
athletes surround a table tennis table, swatting balls. 

At Motivation, the participants come from all over the 
country and live in apartments where they acquire the skills 
needed to live independently. With guidance from a 
trainer, they cook, do the dishes, clean and do all the 
chores around the house. Transition from living a life 
totally dependant on somebody else to an independent life 

is often dramatic. 

To break down prejudices and find ways to bring together the entire community, the 
Foundation encouraged children in Bragadiru, who were not disabled, to attend 
computer classes, take dance lessons or English classes 
and play Ping-Pong or pool. It soon became regular 
practice and families of the children who attended would 

hear them say things like "a nice lady in a wheelchair who taught us how to use a 
computer." This has caused attitudes to change towards those who were 
formerly ignored. 

As many physically challenged lacked even basic equipment for getting out of the 
house, such as wheelchairs, Motivation opened a wheelchair factory, with U.S. 
assistance. The workers in the factory are wheelchairs users, who design and 
build the equipment. They make about 60 wheelchairs a month and have 
distributed more than 1,500 in Romania and in neighboring Moldova. 

REHABILITATING CCHILDREN WWITH SSPECIAL NNEEDS 
Bethany/Romania, an NGO in Timisoara, partnered with 
the local Department of Child Protection to provide classes 
for special needs children who live in state orphanages. 
With American assistance, they established a network of 
foster families trained to work with special needs children. 
During the day, the children and their foster mothers 
attend the daycare center where physiotherapists take 
them through sensory stimulation exercise. Then they 
return to their foster families where a real family is ready 
to respond to their needs and to surround them with love 
and protection. 

A foster mother working with a three year old with mental 
disabilities notes the importance of the activities. "This 
program offers children a better future. We come here to 
help this little boy in a professional way. At home I try to 
give him the love and care he needs so much." 

Young people regaining
their mobility 

Physically challenged people making wheelchairsat the Motivation Workshop in Bragadiru 
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ST. AANA AASSOCIATION CCARES FFOR TTHE SSEVERELY 
DISABLED 
In 1996, families of children with autism and severe mental 
disabilities, who are not accepted by other care facilities, 
founded the St Ana Association in partnership with the 
Bucharest Public School for Disabled Children. The 
ChildNet program awarded two grants to the Association 
to establish innovative services. 

With the first grant, it organized the 'Let's Spend Week-
Ends Together' program. The children and their parents 
went to the mountains, or to restaurants, or to parks, 
where they played together in a different environment. 
This program helped parents to overcome their reluctance 
to take their children out of the house and do things that 
other families do. The second grant was used for daycare 
services and classes for young adults. 

When a severely retarded 16-year old boy with cerebral 
palsy joined the program, he was not able to interact with 
others. Within a few months, he was able to communicate 
with his fellow students and other adults. Another autistic 
boy could not attend school because he could not stand the 
presence of other children. However, after a year and a 
half at St. Ana, he was ready to attend a special school. 

The St. Ana staff is especially proud of the progress made 
by a 19-year old girl. She had attended a special school, but 
after she turned 18, she had to graduate and had no access 
to professional help. At the center, she developed high 
self-esteem and is now its unofficial "spokesperson." The 
center has 32 places for children and the greatest 
satisfaction of the staff is when their students "graduate" 
and attend a public school for children with special needs, 
or integrate into the community. 

Children at the "Saint Ana" Day Care Centerunder the close supervision of social workers 

SUPPORTING SPECIAL ATHLETES 
In 2001, concerned Romanians organized the Special Olympics Foundation of Romania to extend the same 
opportunities to disabled people in Romania that were being enjoyed by Special Olympics participants around the 
world. In 2004, they received a grant from the U.S. government. 

As important as the athletic competitions are for the participants and their parents, they also give the public the 
opportunity to see the many things that those dismissed as handicapped can in fact do. Changing public 
perceptions has been one of the most important achievements of Special Olympics. 

In its short time in operation, Special Olympics Romania has blossomed, organizing numerous events and becoming 
well known throughout the country, despite its modest size. Within the international Special Olympics movement 
Romania continues to lead the way in new ways of bringing disabled and non-disabled children together in different 
activities. In June 2007, Special Olympics Romania organized the first unified athletics competition in the region 
bringing nearly 100 disabled and non-disabled athletes to Bucharest for three days of friendly 
completion. 
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THE FFRIENDSHIP GGAMES IIN CCONSTANTA 22005 
More than 500 athletes from nine countries participated in 
the 2005 Special Olympics Friendship Games held in 
Constanta. The Opening Ceremony included not only the 
athletes, coaches, organizers and volunteers, but also 1,000 
secondary and university students providing a much-needed 
bridge between the disabled and non-disabled children and 
their families. The competitions were praised by coaches, 
family members and Special Olympics Europe and Eurasia as 
the best seen in Europe for several years. More than 600 
volunteers helped to run the Games. 

SALUTING TTHE SSPECIAL OOLYMPIANS 
Before the Special Olympics came to Romania, young 
people with Downs Syndrome such as Serban Nicolescu 
and Ioana Ciobanu had few opportunities to demonstrate 
the many talents they have. Indeed, during the communist 
era, they were frequently isolated and ridiculed. Attitudes 
have changed slowly since then. 

In 2002 Serban, who is now 25 and lives with his family in 
Bucharest, participated in his first Special Olympics 
activities. A strong teenager, he discovered that he was a 
good runner, particularly in the 50 meter event. A new 
world opened to him. As the years followed, he 
discovered skills at skiing and snow shoeing. He says he 
has won more medals than he can remember, and is now 
mastering bocce in advance of the 2007 Shanghai Special 
Olympics World Games. 

However, Special Olympics means much more to Serban 
than just athletics or competitions. He is now an assistant 
project coordinator for Special Olympics Romania. He 
works regular hours in the Foundation's office, using a 
computer to handle secretarial work for the small 
professional staff. Serban is the only Downs Syndrome 
person in Romania who is known to have a full-time job. 

Meanwhile, Ioana, whose athletics specialties are table 
tennis and basketball, has been selected as one of 12 Special 
Olympics Global Messengers. For two years, she 

will make several trips around Europe and the world 
sharing her experience of what it means to be a Special 
Olympian. Ioana says, "I feel I have been chosen." That 
word clearly means a lot to her. Since being named a 
Global Messenger, she has appeared on television and has 
had a hint of life as a celebrity. 

Ioana comes from Oradea. Her mother says when they 
heard about the Special Olympics they came to Bucharest 
to learn more. They were among the first to participate in 
Special Olympics activities in Romania. "We are so grateful 
for the opportunities that Special Olympics have given 
Ioana." 

Flame of Hope at the Bucharest

SOR National Games 2004 

Serban addressing crowd at concert

following “SO Duck Race” 

Celebrating Victory at the International

Winter Games, Nagano, Japan 2005 

Friendship Games, Constanta 2005 

Ioana presenting medals at the “SO

Get into it” games, Bucharest 2007 

Ioana and Serban at the Special Olympics 
Romania Foundation Offices 
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PARTNERSHIPS FOR DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 

BEING PREPARED
 


PARTNERSHIPS FOR DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 

DEALING WITH DEVASTATING FLOODS 

Localized severe flooding is not uncommon in Romania. The government responds quickly and effectively to 
these emergencies. However, when very heavy rains and wind storms hit large areas of Romania several times in 
2005 and when the River Danube burst it banks in many places in 2006, the severity and extent of the 
devastation were alarming and tragic: many human lives were lost, thousands of people displaced, thousands of 
homes were damaged, several villages were forced to relocate, several hundred thousand hectares of farmland 
were inundated, land slides engulfed and cut off communities, roads and hundreds of bridges were washed away. 
Thousands of people across Romania saw their life's work and savings wiped out in a matter of hours. The total 
damage estimates amounted to several billion U.S. dollars. 

1. "During April 21-24, 2005, heavy rains and floods struck seven counties in 
Romania. The Ministry of Environment and Water Management reported that floods 
damaged more than 3,700 houses in 175 communities and destroyed about 43,000 
hectares of crops. Also, 339 bridges were destroyed and 340 kilometers of county 
roads became inaccessible. … no potable water and electricity. Roads and 
railroads are also flooded  …  .  One person lost her life and 3,350 were 
evacuated from their homes." 

2. "Weekend rains (August 23) brought more devastation … . With 31 of 42 
counties affected by gusting winds, flash floods and heavy rain, disruptions 
occurred throughout the country. … the August floods have affected 547 
communities and resulted in 1,473 evacuations to date. Of the 11,205 homes 
affected in the latest flooding, 342 were destroyed and 2,751 received serious 
structural damage. Floods have also submerged 47,000 (116,139 acres) hectares of 
arable land and damaged or destroyed 1,542 bridges nationwide. An additional 24 
kilometers of national roadway, 344 kilometers of county roads, and 1,242 
kilometers of rural roads were under water … ." 

The extent of the disasters in 2005 can be gauged from two U.S. Embassy reports written in April after the first 
floods and in August after the fifth floods that year. 

Massive devastation

caused by the floods 
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SUNSHINE AAFTER TTHE RRUSHING WWATERS 
"It was after midnight when the waters hit. We were so 
scared. The water was coming so strong and fast," says 
Liliana Tinca from the Village of Golesti in Galati County. 
Flood waters destroyed the floor and lower part of the 
walls of her house. The family fled and found refuge in a 
railway station on higher ground. 

"When the water came it took everything from us, 
including hope. But now I have my hope back!" says 
Liliana. With supplies and guidance from the local 
reconstruction program, which included American 
assistance, her family fixed and painted the walls and put 
down a new floor. 

In the spring of 2006, very heavy rains and melting snows 
in Central Europe and Romania caused the River Danube 
and several other rivers to burst their banks and flood 
numerous villages and thousands of hectares of farm land. 

The U.S. Embassy responded immediately to each of 
these emergencies, providing over $5 million dollars of 
assistance that ranged from emergency supplies and 
shelter, to grants for villages to restore schools and 
health clinics. 

In Olt and Dolj counties, particular attention was given to children from flood-affected areas, as some of them 
were displaced for over a year. Children of the village of Rast, the worst affected by the Danube River flooding, 
received school supplies and a kindergarten was set up for the youngest children. Several schools in the area 
were renovated and given new desks and other furniture. 

In Cluj County, some 200 children from Iclod village now have a renovated school with a running water system 
and modern toilets. The Moldoveni village school was also renovated. "Now children will learn in better 
conditions and this will improve their education," said Mayor 
Nelu Popa of Moldoveni. 

Kitchen restored and stove

provided by U.S. program 

Emergency Assistance being

distributed in Dolj county 

Activities organized for displaced

children from Rast in Dolj county 



COMANESTI GGETS IIT TTOGETHER 
Devastating floods repeatedly hit the town of Comanesti 
and nearby villages in Bacau County during 2004 and 2005. 
Hundreds of houses were severely damaged or destroyed. 
Some families relocated to new houses in their 
neighborhoods only to be forced to move again when 
floods returned. 

The U.S. Government was among the first to respond to 
the crisis, donating food, personal hygiene items, beds, 
mattresses, portable heaters and potable water purification 
tablets. The mayor used this assistance to help the flood 
victims living in the town's emergency shelters. 

The Government of Romania, Bacau County and many 
other organizations, such as the Orthodox Church, the 
Red Cross, NGOs and businesses provided assistance to 
the Comanesti area. The mayor coordinated projects and 
facilitated their implementation. After the initial U.S. 
funded emergency supplies arrived to meet urgent 
humanitarian needs, additional assistance focused on 
housing. A Romanian and an American NGO managed the 
funds. 

They worked closely with the city hall to rehabilitate more 
than 200 houses and build 37 new houses for poor families 
whose homes had been destroyed by the floods. 

The value of the project was $770,000 consisting of 
$220,000 from the Government of Romania, $42,000 from 
the Comanesti City Hall, $490,000 from the U.S. 
government, and $16,000 from a local business. 

One of the new homeowners reported, "Immediately after 
our houses were swept away by the river we wanted to 
build new houses in our old neighborhood to be near our 
friends. However, the mayor said he could only provide 
land up on this hill above the town. Now that our house 
is finished we are very happy because it is in a new 
neighborhood that is clean and bright … and up here, it 
will never be flooded again. We are so lucky." 

New houses built in Comanesti under the Flood

Recovery Program 

Houses destroyed and damaged

near Comanesti 

Partners in Comanesti meet to turn

over keys to 37 new home owners 
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A GGOLDEN LLINING 
The floods in 2005 and 2006 
came in the late spring of each 
year, and washed away seeds 
that were already planted. 
Farmers assumed they would 
have no crops and wondered 
how they would feed their 
livestock and families. Two 
American seed companies with 
branches in Romania donated 
short-season hybrid corn seed. 
The U.S. Government matched 
this donation, so 6,000 farmers were able to replant over 
8,000 hectares. 

Dorina Balan, a farmer who lives in the village of Conop in 
Arad County said, "When the new seeds came, I had very 
little faith that we could harvest a crop in such a short 
time. I did not see any difference between them and our 
regular seeds. How could they be better? I was very 
surprised, as were my neighbors, that we were able to 
plant the seed two months later than normal and still 
harvest at the normal time. 

And we harvested 10 tons per hectare ­
much better than our old corn." 

Livius Buta, an agriculture official in Arad, summed up the 
reaction of farmers in his area, saying, "Virtually every 
farmer I have visited is extremely pleased with the crops, 
the quality and the yield. Most farmers produced enough 
corn to feed their family and farm animals for the entire 
year, when they had given up hope for any income at all." 

A full corncrib means enough

animal feed to last the winter 

The health authorities post-disaster public health campaigns were supported by American sponsored health 
programs. Posters, educational leaflets and water purification tablets were distributed in areas where the wells 
were contaminated by the floods. The Rapid Response Centers of the Romanian Water Administration in the 
worst affected areas were given training and equipment such as boats, inflatable booms, pumps and generators to 
upgrade their capacity to respond to disasters. 

GETTING READY FOR AVIAN INFLUENZA 

The Danube Delta, the largest wetlands in Europe, is an important nesting place for birds migrating between 
Central Asia and Africa. In October 2005, migrating birds brought the deadly H5NI strain of the avian influenza 
(bird flu) virus to Romania, infecting some backyard chickens. In spite of prompt measures taken by the 
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Romanian authorities, the virus spread to other chickens but not to humans. 

Backyard chickens in

the Danube Delta 

Facility to disinfect cars

transiting Tulcea county 
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Regional Veterinary Avian

Influenza Laboratory in Tulcea 

By June 2006, 170 additional outbreaks had occurred in flocks in the Delta and several other central, eastern, and 
southern counties. 

The authorities, however, needed assistance to improve their testing facilities and laboratories, and train first 
responders, laboratory technicians and veterinarians in detecting this virulent H5N1 virus. The United States 
offered expert consultants, training, equipment for surveillance laboratories, support for public information 
campaigns and assistance to develop a national preparedness plan. The total value of the American assistance was 
$2.4 million. 

RREESSUULLTTSS OOFF TTHHEE PPAARRTTNNEERRSSHHIIPP TTOO CCOOMMBBAATT AAVVIIAANN IINNFFUUEENNZZAA 

• Two veterinary laboratories equipped with real-time

polymerase chain reaction analyzers (RT-PCR) and their staff

trained for fast virus detection
• One hundred senior county veterinary staff trained in

project development and crisis management

• Two hundred and twenty county public health and

veterinarians trained in epidemiology, surveillance, and

response to an outbreak
• Five hundred mayors trained in how to manage an outbreak

of bird flu
• The National Influenza Center and three regional infectious

disease centers equipped with RT-PCRs and staff trained

• Surveillance staff equipped with 5 mobile incinerators and

4000 personal protection suits and trained in their use

• Several campaigns completed in affected counties to inform

parents and children in rural areas of preventive measures

and appropriate handling of domestic birds

• Commercial poultry farmers trained in improved bio-security

methods 

RT-PCR at work in Tulcea,

Regional Veterinary Laboratory 

The Ministry of Agriculture, responsible for surveillance of wild and 
domestic birds, requested assistance to upgrade its testing 
laboratories and train its staff. The U.S. government provided two 
rapid testing machines, RT-PCRs and associated test kits and 
reagents, one for the Animal Health Diagnostic Laboratory in 
Bucharest, and a second for the Regional Veterinary Laboratory in 
Tulcea in the Danube Delta. Several staff of the National Veterinary 
and Food Safety Agency attended training courses in the U.S. and 
Romania. Agency staff and poultry farmers and processors were also 
trained in bio-security measures. During U.S. study tours, the 
participants learned about the Delaware Model of poultry disease 
management. It demonstrates the need for trust and close 
cooperation between government agencies, industry, and academic 
experts. 
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PUPPETS HHELP TTO FFIGHT BBIRD FFLU 
Rural doctors, nurses and Roma health mediators are all 
working together to present programs to youngsters that 
will teach them how to protect themselves from the Bird 
Flu. Students from Bucharest's Academy of Film joined 
them to present an exciting musical puppet show. The 
traveling show was designed for difficult-to-reach groups, 
such as children not in school and those who could not 
read. The puppet theater traveled to 60 villages in eight 
counties. 

"I was happy to receive information about bird flu." said 
Laurentiu, a fifth grader in a village school in Ialomita 
County. "My friends and I didn't know anything about bird 
flu. Now we know how to avoid it. We will tell our 
families about it, especially about washing our hands after 
we play outside." 

To help Romania prevent the spread of the virus from birds to humans 
and to prepare for a potential influenza pandemic, the U.S. supported 
the Ministry of Health. Several staff of the infectious diseases centers 
participated in similar surveillance training programs. They received 
RT-PCRs and mobile incinerators. With American support, county 
health departments undertook preventive measures to protect children, 
their families and their livelihoods. They produced materials outlining 
ways to prevent the spread of the virus and distributed them to the 
family doctors, mayors and schools. They developed and distributed 
thousands of posters and brochures about public health practices to 
prevent infection. They mounted special campaigns to educate 
children throughout affected rural areas and nearby towns, not to play 
with dead birds and how to avoid becoming infected in a flu outbreak. 



 

THE FUTURE OF THE PARTNERSHIP 

THE FUTURE OF THE PARTNERSHIP:
 

FROM TRANSITION TO INVESTMENT
 


The United States has no greater friend than Romania. This friendship has grown 
over the past seventeen years as Romania has completed its impressive transition to 
a democracy and market-based economy. 

As we turn the page on this chapter of our relationship, I know the future promises an even closer friendship 
between our two great nations. Romania is open for business, and I know that U.S. companies are taking 
advantage of the many opportunities for them to invest in Romania. This growth in private American investment 
will continue to expand in the years to come. 

Romania has many important assets, but the most important is her wonderful people. In my time in Romania, I 
have been awed by the talent and creativity of the Romanian people. I am especially struck by the energy, 
knowledge and drive of the youth. Having met so many young people, I am certain of the bright future of this 
wonderful country. 

This book celebrates the successes achieved with U.S. foreign assistance through the partnership of our peoples. 
And, while this assistance is ending, the United States will continue to support Romanians in reaching their goals. 
The United States Government will continue support to education programs, civil society organizations, and our 
growing military assistance program. 

These important activities make up just one part of our continuing relationship. Our work together in the Global 
War on Terror will make the world a safer place for all of us. Romania will continue to serve as a model for its 
neighbors as a new member of the EU and important member of NATO. Our friendship will continue to grow 
and strengthen as Romania continues to be a partner and leader in addressing many of the most important 
challenges facing the world today. 

Thank you to all of the many Romanians and Americans who have made these last seventeen years such a 
success. Now, on to the future, and what a bright future it is! 

Nicholas F. Taubman
 

Ambassador
 


Bucharest, Romania
 

July 27, 2007
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Ambassador Taubman and the Embassy staff that administered

development assistance programs

Bucharest, June 2007 

United States Government departments and agencies that administered development
 

assistance programs in Romania between 1990 and 2007
 


Agency for International Development (USAID)
 

Department of Agriculture
 

Department of Commerce
 


Department of Justice
 

Department of State
 


Department of Treasury
 

Federal Bureau of Investigation
 


Peace Corps
 

U.S. Information Agency (USIA)
 


ROMANIAN-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 68 



ANNEX 

ANNEX
 

PRINCIPAL IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
This annex presents the principal organizations, companies and non-governmental organizations that collaborated with United States
Gouvernment agencies during the implementation of the development programs. 

We apologize for any omissions from the list. 

Not all of the hundreds of Romanian and American NGOs, which were important participants in aspects of the programs could be listed
because of space limitations. 

I. PARTNERSHIPS FOR GROWTH 
Opening RRomania ffor BBusiness 

ACDI/VOCA
Advanced Engineering Associates Inc. (AEAI)
Advocacy Academy, Timisoara
Agland
Aid to Artisans 
Alliance for the Economic Development of Romania
American Chamber of Commerce, Bucharest 
Association of Women Entrepreneurs in Romania
Association for the Development of the Women Entrepreneurship
Association of Business Women in Romania 
Association of Women Managers in Romania
Bioterra, Romania 
Booz Allen Hamilton 
Bucharest Stock Exchange
Center for Business Excellence 
Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE)
Citizens Democracy Corps
CHF International 
Commission for Private Pension Supervision
Emerging Markets Group
Food Industry Federation (ROMALIMENTA)
Foreign Investors Council, Bucharest
Foreign Service Volunteers Corps
George Mason University
Hunton and Williams 
Internews 
IRIS Center, University of Maryland
Iowa State University
Land O'Lakes 
MASHAV - Israel 
Millers and Bakers Association, Bucharest 
Ministries of Agriculture and Rural Development, Economy and Finance, ITC, Justice, Labor
National Regulatory Authority for Communications and Information Technology
National Association of Importers and Exporters (ANEIR)
National Authority for Natural Gas (ANRGN)
National Authority of Tourism
National Bank of Romania 
National Regulatory Authority for Energy (ANRE)
National Sanitary, Veterinary and Food Safety Authority
National Small and Medium Enterprise Agency
Nexant 
PA Consulting
Price Waterhouse Coopers
RASDAQ 
Romanian-American Enterprise Fund (RAEF)
Romanian Meat Association 
Romanian National Securities Commission (CNVM)
Shorebank Advisory Services
Union of Chicken Breeders 
World Bank 

Raising CCapital tto FFinance FFree EEnterprise
Authority for State Assets Recovery (AVAS)
Bucharest Stock Exchange
CARANA 
CHF International 
Domenia Credit 
Emerging Markets Group
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
IESC 
International Finance Corporation (IFC)
Ministry of Economy and Finance
National Agency for Housing
National Bank of Romania 
Romanian-American Enterprise Fund (RAEF) 

Making LLoans tto SSmall BBusinesses 
CAPA-World Vision 
CHF International 
Express Finance
National Bank of Romania 
National Council for SMEs 
OMRO-Opportunity International
Romanian-American Enterprise Fund (RAEF)
Romanian National Organization of Credit Unions (UNCAR
Shorebank Advisory Services
Small Enterprise Assistance Fund (SEAF
World Council of Credit Unions (WOCCU) 

Stimulating AAgribusiness aand RRural DDevelopment 
ACDI-VOCA 
Aid to Artisans 
Association for Ecotourism in Romania 
ASTRA Museum, Sibiu 
Chemonics International Inc. 
County Councils of Brasov, Maramures, Sibiu, and Suceava 

69 



ANNEX 

Delaware Technical Community College
 
Development Alternatives Inc.
 
Handicraft Association
 
Iowa State University
 
Land O'Lakes
 
MASHAV, Israel 
 
National Association for Rural, Ecological and Cultural Tourism (ANTREC)
 
National Center for Conservation and Promotion of Traditional Culture
 
National Geographic Society
 
National Sanitary, Veterinary AND Food Safety Authority
 
Ohio Designer Craftsmen
 
PA Consulting
 
Peasant Museum, Bucharest
 
Pro Patrimonio Foundation 
 
Romanian Cultural Foundation
 
Texas A&M University
 
University of Kentucky
 
University of Delaware
 
University of Wisconsin
 
Village Museum, Bucharest
 

Protecting tthe EEnvironment 
Booz Allen Hamilton 
 
Camp, Dresser &McKee
 
Center for Hazardous Waste Management, Pittsburg
 
Chemonics International
 
Cluj Environmental Health Center
 
Cluj Technical University
 
Environmental Guard
 
E.T.P. Romania Foundation
 
Institute for International Education
 
Institute for Sustainable Communities, Vermont 
 
International Resources Group (IRG)
 
Metcalf & Eddy
 
Ministry of Environment and Water Management
 
National Union of the Romanian Industrialists
 
National Association of Private Environmental Businesses 
 
National Environmental Protection Agency
 
National Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology
 
Regional Environmental Centers
 
Romanian Association of Waters
 
Romanian Waters National Administration
 
The Communities Group International (TCGI)
 
University of Minnesota
 
World Environmental Center
 
World Wildlife Fund
 

Promoting EEnergy RReform 

Advanced Engineering Associates Inc. (AEAI)

Alliance to Save Energy (ASE)

Bechtel 

Romanian Power Market Operator (OPCOM)

Emerging Markets Group

Electrotek 

Hagler Bailly

Harza Inc. 

Hunton and Williams 

International Resources Group (IRG)

Ministry of Economy and Finance

National Authority for Natural Gas (ANRGN)

National Regulatory Authority for Energy (ANRE)

Nexant 

Resource Management Associates

Transelectrica SA 

US Energy Association (USEA) 


II. IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS FOR BETTER GOVERNANCE 
Building CCivil SSociety

Association for Community Relations (ARC)
 
Civil Society Development Foundation (FDSC)
 
European Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ECNL)
 
International Foundation for Election Systems (IFES)
 
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
 
Management Systems International (MSI)
 
National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI)
 
Non-Governmental Organizations Support Center (CENTRAS)
 
Partners for Democracy and Development (PDD)
 
Pro Democracy Association (APD)
 
Romanian Orthodox Church 
 
Support Centers of America
 
World Learning for International Development
 


Encouraging IIndependent MMass MMedia 
Center for Independent Journalism (CJI)
 
Freedom House
 

International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX)
 
Media Monitoring Agency
 
Romanian Center for Investigative Journalism
 


Opening uup PPolitics 
American Center for International Labor Solidarity (ACILS)
 
International Republican Institute (IRI)
 
National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI)
 
Pro Democracy Association (APD)
 
Resource Center for Public Participation (CeRe)
 


Reinventing LLocal GGovernment 
Academy for Educational Development (AED)
ARD Inc. 
Chemonics International Inc. 
City Halls of Bacau, Baia Mare, Brasov, Cluj-Napoca, Galati, Iasi, Oradea, Pitesti, Ploiesti and Targu-Neamt
Commune Councils troughout Romania
County Councils of Ialomita and Sibiu
Development Alternatives Inc. (DAI)
Federation of Local Authorities of Romania (FALR) 
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International City/County Manager Association (ICMA)
 
National Association of IT Specialists from Public Administration (ANIAP)
 
Ministries of Economy and Finance, Interior and Administrative Reform
 
Planning and Development Collaborative International (PADCO)
 
Research Triangle Institute (RTI)
 
Urban Institute 
 

Supporting tthe RRule oof LLaw 
American Bar Association/Central European and Eurasian Law Initiative (ABA/CEELI)
Craiova Mediation Center 
Ministry of Interior and Administrative Reform
Ministry of Justice
National Agency Against Trafficking (ANAT)
National Institute for Magistrates
National School of Court Clerks 
Sector 3 First Instance Court, Bucharest 
Southeast Europe Cooperation Initiative Regional Center for Combating Transborder Crime
Superior Council of Magistrates
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 

III. PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHILDREN'S WELFARE AND WOMEN'S HEALTH 
Closing tthe OOrphanages - RReturning CChildren tto ttheir ccommunities 

Bethany Christian Services
For Our Children 
Holt International Children's Services 
National Authority for the Protection of Child's Rights (NAPCR)
National Federation of Social Workers 
United Nation Children's Fund (UNICEF)
University of Bucharest - Faculty of Sociology and Social Assistance
World Learning
World Vision International 
Hundreds of Romanian NGOs 

Improving HHealth CCare SServices ffor WWomen 
American International Health Alliance 
Association for Roma Women Empowerment
Eastern European Institute for Reproductive Health
Futures Group /Population Policy
JSI Research and Training Institute
Profit - Deloitte-Touche 
Management Sciences for Health
Ministry of Public Health
Project Concern International
Mother and Child Care Institute 
National Agency for Roma
Population Service International/Romania
Romani Criss 
Romanian Cancer Society
Romanian Society for Breast Imaging
Renasterea Foundation 
Society for Education on Contraception and Sexuality (SECS)
Youth for Youth Foundation 
County Public Health Departments
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
World Health Organization (WHO) 

Changing AAttitudes TTowards TThose LLess FFortunate 
Close to You Foundation 
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
JSI Research and Training Institute
Ministries of Education, Research and Youth, and Public Health 
Motivation Romania Foundation 
National Agency for Family Protection
National Coalition of NGOs fighting violence against women
National Federation of People Living with HIV/AIDS (UNOPA)
New Horizons Foundation 
Romanian Association Against AIDS
Romanian Orthodox Church 
Special Olympics Romania Foundation
UNAIDS - Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS 

IV. PARTNERSHIPS FOR DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
Dealing wwith DDevastating FFloods 

Chemonics International Inc. 
CHF International 
County Public Health Departments
Habitat for Humanity Romania
Institute of Public Health, Bucharest 
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
JSI Research and Training Institute
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Ministry of Public Health
Monsanto 
Pioneer Hi-bred International 
Romanian Orthodox Church 
Romanian Red Cross 
World Vision Romania 

Getting RReady ffor AAvian IInfluenza 
County Public Health Departments
Delaware Technical & Community College
Institute of Public Health, Bucharest 
JSI Research and Training Institute
Ministries of Public Health and Education, Research and Youth 
National Inspectorate of Emergency Situations
National Institute of Administration 
National Sanitary, Veterinary and Food Safety Authority (ANSVSA)
PADCO 
Romanian Communes Association (ACoR)
Romanian Red Cross 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
University of Texas A&M 
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