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In cooperation with municipalities in the Bekaa, the U.S. Agency for International Development is building small wastewater treatment systems to protect the upper Litani River Basin and the health of local communities. 
During the initial design phase, teams prepared detailed designs and technical specifications for seven potential wastewater treatment plants.  Construction of two plants, in Aitanit and Fourzol, has been completed.  These facilities have started initial operations.  Construction of the third facility, at Ablah, is underway. These three facilities will ultimately treat 8,000 cubic meters of domestic wastewater that is being directly dumped into the Litani River. Approximately 43,000 people in eight villages will benefit from improved health conditions. Once construction of a plant is completed, USAID’s implementing partner provides training for nine to twelve months to assist the municipalities in assuming responsibility for managing the plants.  This includes an intensive training program, a detailed operations and maintenance manual, and assistance upon request during the hand-over period.
The Litani River and Lake Qaraoun, an eleven square kilometer reservoir on the Litani River, are among the most important freshwater resources in Lebanon. The river itself has a length of 170 Km. The surface and groundwater resources in the river basin benefit more than 350,000 persons in more than 161 communities and serve as a fundamental component of the Bekaa Valley's agricultural and industrial sectors. Lake Quaraoun is used annually for irrigation, hydropower generation, and water storage through the dry season. The river basin (covering 15% of Lebanon) lies entirely within the Lebanese territory; thus, efficient and sustainable management of the basin's water resources is a national priority.  The Litani River and Lake Qaraoun, however, are highly polluted from domestic, industrial and agricultural wastewater discharges, and are threatened by further environmental degradation due to the continued lack of proper waste treatment processes.  

Launched in 2005, and scheduled to be completed in June 2011, the program has a total budget of $18 million. The program is carried out by Camp Dresser & McKee (CDM), a consulting, engineering, construction, and operations firm.  
For more information, please contact CDM at 961-5-955227.
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