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Support for Lebanon’s Accession to the World Trade Organization
USAID’s three-year, $3 million Support for Lebanon’s Accession to the World Trade Organization project implemented by Booz Allen Hamilton (BAH) aims to support Lebanon’s full participation in the world economy by helping to realize Lebanon’s accession to and participation in the WTO.  The first three years of the project were focused on assisting the Ministry of Economy and Trade introduce reforms to build linkages to the global economy and expand commercial opportunities for local businesses.  In the last 14 months efforts are being directed toward assisting the private sector to advocate for trade-related regulatory reform under three objectives: :  

· Regulatory Impact Assessments (RIAs) quantifying legal/regulatory barriers to trade:  Cost/benefit analysis of rules governing economic activity can assist private business organizations to discuss with Government the creation of a sound legal and regulatory environment for trade. The component supports five sector-based working groups in the preparation of up to ten RIAs for regulations/laws that make the cost of doing business uncompetitive. To support RIAs, a Regulatory Reform Toolkit will be created with guidelines for future RIA analysis and clear criteria for assessing the quality and applicability of government decisions.  

· Establishment of Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Enquiry Point at the Lebanese Standards Institution:  This assistance focuses on the creation of an efficient and effective Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Enquiry Point, a requirement for WTO accession, at LIBNOR, the Lebanese Standards Institution.  Assistance has been provided on structuring the Enquiry Point operation, training of staff, and the design and development of a searchable database that will be used to respond to enquiries from local and global traders.  The project is also working with local stakeholders to develop an econometric model for Lebanon to analyze and cost trade related policies and reforms, such as WTO access, intellectual property rights, and customs reform. 

· Strategic Communications. The project works with counterparts and stakeholders to disseminate the lesson learned, tools and techniques, and messages collected through project implementation and through local entities (e.g. LIBNOR, the Chambers of Commerce in Beirut, Tripoli, and Zahle, and other business associations). The information is disseminated through the entities, with particular attention being paid to enhancing their ability to carry forward communication and advocacy initiatives after the project ends.
For more information, please contact Booz Allen Hamilton at 961-1-982296.



