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The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is assisting survivors of landmines and victims of war in the district of Jezzine in South Lebanon, lead more productive and economically independent lives.  
The program, now in Phase V, expands previous efforts that seek to develop the Jezzine Development Cooperative to mobilize capital for assistance and training to farmers. This six-year project, from 2006 till 2012, has invested in establishing the Cooperative as a viable business, in developing model income generation programs and in establishing the Cooperative as a legal entity that can support itself both organizationally and financially. 
The current businesses of the Cooperative include, among others, poultry raising for egg production, poultry raising for the production of broilers, beekeeping for honey and beeswax production, goat raising for meat production and animal feed production. 
Funded at $5,747,900, the program is being implemented by the World Rehabilitation Fund (WRF).
The program’s major achievements up to September 2010 include the following:

· The construction of a new building for the Cooperative that houses all of its operations, as well as administrative offices and an Internet cafe;

· The development of systems related to the Cooperative’s operations, human resources, marketing, financial and accounting management;
· The provision of direct technical assistance and training to 148 beneficiaries of the program under all lines of production and to 22 Coop board members and staff;
· The provision of assistance to beneficiaries in seeking and receiving bank loans.
For more information, please contact WRF at 961-1-502188.
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Beneficiaries packaging eggs to be sold at the Jezzine Development Cooperative.
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