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An activity implemented by the United States Forest Service (USFS).

Lebanon has been noted for its rich forests since the area was dominated by the Phoenician civilization around 1000 BCE. Today, forest cover approximately 13 percent of the total land area of Lebanon, making it one of the most forested countries by total percentage in the Middle East.  These forests provide myriad ecosystem services, including soil stability, safe storage and release of water, enhanced air quality, and economic benefits. 

Unfortunately, Lebanon’s forest cover is threatened by rapid deforestation, with an estimated decline of more than 17% over the last 50 years alone. Summer and fall forest fires are the principal driver of deforestation.  In 2006 and 2007, forest fires burned almost 3,600 hectares of trees around the country. Reforestation and restoration efforts are typically hastily arranged and unsuccessful. Public planting events rarely lead to successful plantations. Many of these activities are unsuccessful at producing sustainable healthy forests because of the significant challenges associated with ensuring seedling survivorship, such as providing irrigation, deferring grazing and utilizing sound planting techniques. 

The Forest Service began working in partnership with USAID in Lebanon in 2004 on a small scale to help address the challenges associated with deforestation by supporting Lebanese efforts to combat wildfires. The partnership between USAID and the Forest Service grew significantly through the launch of the Lebanon Reforestation Initiative, a four year $11.9 million program aimed at enhancing seedling nursery operations and improving reforestation practices. The Forest Service intends to help counterparts plant several hundred thousand seedlings across Lebanon throughout the next four years, but its lasting contribution will likely be in modernizing nursery and planting protocols that will have benefits for years to come for future generations. The Initiative will be transitioned into an ongoing and financially sustainable foundation to help ensure long-term high quality forest restoration work in Lebanon. 

For more information, please contact USFS at 961-71-537532.
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Workers planting pine tree seedlings. 
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