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In 2001, the U.S. Agency for International Development launched a small grants program to encourage civil society organizations in Lebanon to play a more active role in promoting good governance.
The on-going program offers grants of up to $50,000 to local organizations for projects that promote transparency, accountability or good governance in both the public and private spheres. Public-private partnership initiatives are encouraged, and have been conducted with the Ministries of Finance, Economy, Justice, Environment, Health, and Social Affairs. To date, USAID has given nearly $6.4 million in grants to 183 civic organizations.
The program is carried out by AMIDEAST and it is expected to run through February 2011, with a total budget of $9,350,901.

The goals of the program are:
· Increase positive action to be taken by government as a result of civic initiatives;
· Public awareness of government procedures and citizens’ rights; and 
· Number of private companies and non-governmental organizations that adopt measures to increase transparency and accountability;
Organizations that received grants range from the Christian Association for the Blind and the Youth Economic Forum to the Lebanese Center for Civic Education and SADER Publishers.  These and other organizations carry out a wide variety of activities in support of the above objectives, such as:

· Published a municipal guide for the visually impaired in Braille;

· Hosted a short story competition on governance themes for hundreds of Lebanese youth;

· Educated the public on the importance of intellectual property rights;

· Held workshops to strengthen civil society’s capacity to influence public budget processes;

· Supported a youth forum that made economic policy recommendations to the Ministry of Economy.
· Published a series of citizen guides on taxes, stamp duties, retirement benefits and other key transactions at the Ministry of Finance

For more information, please contact AMIDEAST at 961-1-989901.



Youth Environment Parliament (YEP) was established under a TAG grant to raise awareness about environmental issues. Members of YEP are pictured above after conducting a meeting with Head of Parliament Committee for the Environment. 
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