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Program to Strengthen the Lebanese Parliament through Development of a Legislative Resource Center in Lebanon 
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is building capacity of professional committee staff and researchers in legislative research and policy analysis, and committee operations to support members of parliament practice their legislative and oversight roles.  The program is also assisting the parliamentary administration in establishing a new entity – a regional Center for Parliamentary Training and Legislative Studies – being supported by the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU) and other funders to provide training and resources both internally to the Lebanese Parliament and to other visiting Arab parliamentary delegations.  The $3 million Program to Strengthen the Lebanese Parliament (PSLP) is being implemented by the State University of New York/Center for International Development (SUNY/CID) and is ongoing until September 30, 2011.  Highlights of the program to date include:  
Technical Assistance to the Directorate of Studies and Information 
· Training and equipment to support the Lebanese Parliament’s membership in the “Global Legal Information Network (GLIN),” a global legal database network managed by the Law Library at the U.S. Library of Congress. 
· Procurement, installation and data input of the “Symphony” library management software that now enables the librarian to manage the library collection and loans electronically.
· Procurement of over 80 books and periodicals in English regarded as essential to any parliamentary library is underway.

· Advanced Training in legislative research conducted as a two-week session on research and analysis of public policy. 
Technical assistance to the Directorate of Committees and Sessions  
· 12-week training in legislative drafting for Committee Secretaries is underway implemented with the International Consortium on Law and Development (ICLAD), a network of legislators, government officials, and university faculty from more than 50 nations.
· Committee Operations needs assessment to guide technical assistance focusing on committee staff skill and tools requirements.
Technical assistance to the Arab Institute for Parliamentary Training and Legislative Studies  
· Preparation of parliamentary reference materials, such as a Glossary of Legislative and Political Terms (English-Arabic-English), as well as outreach and communications materials.

· Survey of Arab parliaments is underway to serve as the basis of a new Fact Book of Arab Parliaments.
· Assistance is planned to help the Institute and the Library organize the first bi-annual meeting of the Arab Parliamentary Libraries Chapter of the International Foundation of Library Associations (IFLA).
For more information, please contact SUNY/CID at 961-1-983263


