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Lebanon Agriculture Product Quality Control and Certification
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The food industry requires testing and product development to meet consumer demand for quality and safety.  The state of the current network of facilities in Lebanon is insufficient to support the long-term growth of this industry, particularly as markets increasingly require compliance with internationally recognized quality standards. 

The U.S. Agency for International Development’s program entitled Lebanon Agriculture Product Quality Control and Certification (QCC) is working to expand the availability and quality of accredited and certified laboratories and plants, and the market-oriented services they provide.  This $3 million project began in July 2009 and will end in July 2012.  The program is upgrading four agricultural products development and testing laboratories in Lebanon to become certified and internationally recognized ‘one-stop-export-shops’. 

QCC will benefit three Chambers of Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture (non-government organizations). Under the QCC, the Chamber of Commerce Pilot Plants will be upgraded to provide small, medium, and large scale agro-food producers and processors with product development, technical assistance, all export standards, market specifications, certifications and certified laboratory analysis results to meet and comply with a wide range of export markets in Europe, Arab Countries, USA and other export markets. QCC will also increase exports of niche Lebanese products.
The QCC program is being implemented by ACDI/VOCA, a private, nonprofit organization that works in five main practice areas:

· Agribusiness 

· Enterprise Development 

· Financial Services 

· Community Development 

· Food Security 

In the late nineties, Agricultural Cooperative Development International and Volunteers in Overseas Cooperative Assistance merged resulting in a fairly unique name ACDI/VOCA that is no longer an acronym.   For more information, please contact ACDI/VOCA at 961-1-902883/4
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