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The USAID/Lebanon “Strengthening the Independence of the Judiciary and Citizen Access to Justice” project supports the rule of law sector goals through a number of activities:

· Increasing the capacity of the Judicial Training Institute for initial and continuing training; 
· Enhancing the Beirut Enforcement Court’s Administration and case management techniques to reduce case backlog; 
· Developing a long-term strategic plan for the justice sector ; and 

· Refurbishment of the Judicial Training Institute and the Beirut Enforcement Court. 
The program is carried out by the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) and is expected to run through 2010, with a total budget of $8,202,845.  The project provides sub-grants to local organizations to enhance public engagement, support reform efforts, and foster a culture of respect for the Rule of Law.

Most recent achievements supported through this program include the following:

·  The completed Beirut Enforcement Court was opened on March 2, 2010. This court is responsible for ensuring that lower court judgments and findings are implemented;
· The physical renovation of the five-story Judicial Training Institute in Ashrafieh was completed and opened on July 14, 2010, supporting the training of judges; and
· The completion of a draft law on the independence of the judiciary that includes dispositions to grant increased budgetary independence to the judiciary. 
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H.E. Ibrahim Najjar, Lebanon’s Minister of Justice, opens renovated Beirut Enforcement Court
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