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Jim Barnhart arrives in Lebanon this September after serving this past year in Pakistan as the Associate Mission Director for Economic Growth and Education and the Acting Economic Growth Office Director.  Dr. Barnhart led his teams through an extraordinary year as the bilateral assistance program underwent concurrent transformations, including doubling the foreign assistance budget and instituting a new implementation business model built upon Pakistani ownership of USG assistance.  Dr. Barnhart brings those lessons learned with him to Beirut.

Prior to his appointment to Pakistan, Dr. Barnhart guided the Economic Growth, Education, Humanitarian Assistance, and Anti-Corruption offices in Zambia as the Supervisory General Development Officer.  A professional highlight of his four years in Lusaka included the design, implementation, and completion of Zambia’s MCA Threshold Program that directly led to the country becoming compact-eligible in 2009.  

Dr. Barnhart’s last Middle East assignment included four years in Jordan, where he served as the Director of the Economic Growth Office.  

Most of his career revolves around the Middle East.  Prior to joining USAID, Dr. Barnhart worked in Egypt and the West Bank/Gaza Strip, supporting programs for educational and economic development.  He’s coordinated activities for an American-Armenian NGO that operated in Armenia, Turkey, and Jerusalem.  He traveled throughout the region, including Syria and Oman, and he studied Arabic in Damascus and at Bir Zeit University outside of Ramallah.   

Dr. Barnhart has a Ph.D. in Economics from Georgia State University.  His dissertation addressed the spatial effects of geographic banking regulation.  He studied economic development in the Middle East as part of his Masters Degree from the Johns Hopkins School for Advanced International Studies (SAIS).  

Dr. Barnhart is married to Elizabeth Barnhart and has two daughters—Michaela and Sarah—who are currently studying at universities in the U.S.


