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Through three successive awards under the Consortium for Elections & Political Processes Strengthening (CEPPS), the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) supports the electoral process in Lebanon through assistance by the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) and the National Democratic Institute (NDI).

IFES supported the Ministry of Interior and Municipalities (MOIM) in its preparations and conduct of the 2009 parliamentary elections and 2010 municipal elections.  Successes included:

· Trained over 12,000 election officials and developed handbooks used in the 10,000 polling stations on election days.

· Deployed nearly 3,000 domestic election observers during the 2009 and 2010 elections;
· Conducted Awareness Campaigns on Voter Registration including Radio Spots aired 760 times on 15 radio stations and 160,000 Information Leaflets delivered to non-urban addresses; and, 
· Assessed electoral reforms, including steps for the establishment of an Independent Election Commission, adoption of pre-printed ballots and proportional representation.
While IFES has traditionally worked with the Lebanese government, NDI works to strengthen the capacity of civil society organizations to advocate for electoral reform and promote civic engagement, as well as improve the effectiveness of women municipal councilors and enhance their role in increasing the overall political participation of Lebanese women. 
· NDI supports the Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform (CCER), a growing network of 80 local NGOs that advocates for the passage of a more representative and reform-oriented electoral law and was the first civil society group to assist parliament in drafting legislation. 
· NDI’s supports women municipal candidates ahead of the elections and the growing Shariky network of women elected officials and local leaders through training workshops, consultative sessions, one-on-one mentorship, and public forums.

For more information, please contact IFES at 961-1-739307; and NDI at 961-1-566518. 



International Observers during the 2010 Municipal Elections.
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